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R E A D E R. 


N the following Dialogue (abo not All, 3et) 
| 1 the moſt material Points wherein the Roman 
| Church differs from the Church of England, 
are briefly and plainly diſcourſed : So that while by 
Heir little Tracts and ſhort Catechiſms, daily Print- 
eld and ſent abroad, the Romiſh Emiſſaries do la- 
bour to Seduce the weaker Sort of Proteſtants, They 
ay be provided with ſhort and ſatisfafory Anſwers 
o their moſt uſual Fallacies. Their Aſſaults are 

generally in the dark, and becauſe it is impoſſible al- 
* ways to ſtand by thoſe particular Perſons whom they 
labour to draw-1n, it is thought fit to publiſh this lit- 
le Manual, 20 enable thoſe that are attacked, readily 
to defend themſeboes : To which end the Holy Scrip- 
ture is here recommended, as the beſt Touchſtone ro 
 R3uſtify our Doctrines, and dj cover their Corruptions, 
and the more their Guilt makes them fly from it, 
be more our Sincerity ſhall make us cleave to it. For 
bis is in every Proteſtant's Hand; and there are fo 
many, and ſo plain Places of it, which condemn the 
Opinions and Practices of the Roman C hurch, hat 
lit requires no great Skill nor Art to diſcern how dif- 
® ferent they are from God's Word: and all the 
Learning and Artifice of their greateſt Doctors will 
not be able to hide it from a plain and honeſt En- 
IJ quirer, that will take but the Pains to read this Di- 
vine, Unalterable, Univerſally received, and Infal- 
ble Book of God, I know they pretend (eſpecial- 
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ly to the Unlearned) that all Antiquity is clearly | 
for them ; but it is beſt for thoſe who are not read in 
 Axcient Authors, to leave that Province to the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England, who have hitherto 
always worſted them at that Weapon alſo. And 
ſince we can prove both by Scripture and Antiquity, *# 
that all their additional Articles of Faith are Falſe 
and Erroneous ; and yet they do acknowledge all thojz | 
Articles of Faith which we hold as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, to be True: Doubileſs, ours muſt be the ſafer | 
Religion, in which both Sides do agree. Again, 
the plain Words of Holy Scripture prove our Re- 
ligion ; but all thoſe Points wherein they differ from 
9s, cannot be proved but by pretended Traditions, 
ſome f which are expreſly contrary io God's Writ- | 
ten Word. The Scripture was not made by us, but | 
by the Gop of Truth; and it is owned, not by us | 
alone, but by them, and all Chriſtians, io be the Word 
and Will of God, and this is clearly on our Side: 
But thoſe Traditions which they fly to for their Evie | 
dence, are of their own Making, and in their own | 
Keeping ;, no other Chriſtians do allow them, and 
we have nothing but their own Word in their own | 


Cauſe, to prave them io be genuine: Which being i 


the Caſe, I hope none will ever be perſuaded to leave a * 
certain, plain, aud evident Reli gion of God's own. | 
preſcribing, for an uncertain, obſcure, and ill- proved 
Religion, which is no more but a mere Human In- 
vention, as the enſuing Pages will more fully declare. 


Lan that Book behind them or no? 


Ra muſt learn the Meaning of it from her. 


CET 


A 
. 


[DIALOGUE 


Between A 


'POPISH PRIEST, 
; AN D A 
IPROTESTANT of the Church 
AF of England. 


Popiſh- Prieſt,. 


| 7 AT Religion are you ff" +2 | 
oY Prote/tant. Of the ſame that Chriſt 5 | 
EY his Apoſtles taught, which is profeſſed by 


the Church of England, whereof I am a 
MRMember. 

q Pop. How-do you know that the Rilicien you roſs ſs 

i the ſame that was taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 

Prot. By the Scriptures which they left behind them. 

Pop. How can you tell whether they writ and left 


Prot. Fhe Book is worthy of ſuch Authors, and all 
2 Chriſtians, (though they differ in other Things) agree 
in this, nor dare you deny it. 

Pop. We do not deny it, only we ſay, you ought to 
confeſs you received this Book from the Roman C burch, 


Prot. This Book hath been preſerved in all Chriſc 
tian Churches; but we received it from thoſe good 
A 3 | Pro- 


| 


f 4 86 
| Proteſtants who tranſlated it into Engl ; whereas Wh 
your Prieſts (as I am informed) kept it in Latin, and 


toy wh 
op. Though they did ſo, it was ently for fear you | 1 


on Deſtruction. 4 

Prot. That Danger is only in ſome Places hard to be 
underſtood, and which I may ſafely be ignorant of: But 
in all Things neceſſary to Salvation, it is ſo plain, as to 
give Underſtanding to the Simple, P/al. exix. 140. The Þ 
thy word giveth light: it giveth underſtand-.-. 
ing unto t ef imple, "Wherefore I rather think they con- 
ceal it all from us, to keep us from ſecing their Errors; 
becauſe the more I read it, the leſs I like your Religion. 

Pop. Ls it not a ſtrange 3 in you (that are 


The Pl AusIBLE ARGUMENTS of 


withheld it from ſuch plain Men as myſelf, while 
had Power here. 


fhruld wreft the Scripture to your own Deſtruction, 2 


Pet. iii. 16. As alfo in all his epiſtles, ſpeaking in them J 


of theſe things; in which are ſome things hard to be 
underſtood, which they that are unlearned and unſtable 
wreſt, as they da alſo the other Scriptures, unto their 4 


entrance 0 


"40 


but a Layman) to read that which you cannot "9 un- 4 


the Command of 
Chriſt, who bids us Search the Scriptures, John v. 39. 
and declares the not knowing them to be the Cauſe # 
of Error, Matt. xxii. 29. Feſus ſaid, Ye do err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor 2 power of Cod. And 
the Beræans are commended for examining the Apoſtles 
Doctrine by ScripMre, Aels xvii. 11. They received tbe 
word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the ſcrip- 
Now ſurely, 
if we have Commands and Examples of Reading the 


derſtand? 
- Prot. It is no Preſumption to obey 


tures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. 


Scripture, it muſt be uren we can in ſome mea- 
ſure underſtand it. 3 
Pop. Well, you read that Chrift will be with his 


Church to the end of the IVarld, Matth. xxviii. 20. And 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
wor Id: + 3 
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* a Romisn PRI EsT, Anſwered, 7 
world: and therefore you ought to believe the Catholic 
Church can only give you the true ſenſe of Scripture. 

Prot. I do believe this, and am a Member of this 
Catholic Church, being rightly baptized into it, and 


you Peg the ſame Creeds which were anciently and uni- 
2 Frerſally believed in it; ſo that I am as likely to come 

em to know the true Senſe of Scripture, as any others. 

be | Pop. Not fo, by your Favour, for you are no Mem- 


ber of the Roman Church, which I will prove to be 
= that Catholic Church weonad in the Creeds; and 
4 YO cher it muſt follow that you neither have the true Senſe 
| 175 Scripture, nor can you be 21 5 out of this 0 atholic 
Church. 
Prot. I ſhall yield your Conſequences when you 
prove the — but then you muſt not take it for 
granted without any Proof, as your Prieſts uſe to do. 
Pop. I ds not think it needs much Proof, for it is 
s; as viſible as that the Scripture is in Print. h 

Prot. That cannot be, for no body doth or can 

3 deny this; but the far greater part of Chriſtians utterly 
deny the Roman Church to be the Catholic Church, 
yea, and ſay, it is Nonſenſe to affirm a part to be the 


of whole, or a particular to be univerſal: And it muſt 
o be well proved from Scripture (whieh all Chriſtians 


agree to be God's Word) before I can be perſuaded that 
= Chriſt (who died for his whole Church) will ſuffer 
three parts of four of thoſe which he redeemed, to be 

damned for not believing this Opinion, as you moſt 
„„ uncharitably affirm. | 

Pop. Well, for your Satisfaction I will undertake to 
prove, that St Peter was the Chief of the Apoſtles ; 
and that Chriſt gave him the Keys of the Kingdom of 

Heaven, and built his Church on him as on a Rock; 
and that the Biſhop of Rome 7s St Peter's Succeſſir, 
and Head of g Church which Chrift promiſed to 
d lead into all Truth; and then you muſt confeſs the 
be Roman Church to be that Catholic Church which is 
I: & mentioned in the Creed. 

4 A 4 Nin. 


8 Tha PravsiBLet ARGUMENTSof 
Prot. I hope you will give me leave to hear and 


examine your Proofs; and on that Condition pray | 


proceed. 


Pop. Do not the Scriptures, naming St Peter in the | 


firſt place, ſhew he was the Chief of the Apoſtles ? 


Prot. This ſhews he was an Eminent Apoſtle, but | 
cannot imply any Superiority over the reſt, becauſe | 


Chriſt makes. them all equal Judges ſitting together 


upon twelve Thrones, Matth. xix, 28. and forbids 


any of them to pretend any Superiority over the o- 
thers; and though there was one Emperor then over 


many leſſer and inferior Princes, Chiiſt ſaith, It ſhall 
not be ſo among his Apoſtles, Matth. xx. 26. Luke * 


xxii. 26, Nor would St James have finally deter- 
mined in the Council of Feruſalem in St Peter's Pre- 


ſence, Acts xv. 13. And after that they had held their 


peace, James anſwered, ſaying, Men and Brethren, 


hearken unto. me: or St Paul have ſo openly oppoſed ; 


and reproved him, if Chriſt had made him Superior 
over all the Apoſtles, Gal. ii. 11, 14. I withſtood him 


Zo the face, becauſe he was to be blamed, But when I 5 


faw that they walked not .uprightly, according to the 
truth of the goſpel, I ſaid unto Peter before them all, 


If thou being a Few, liveſt after the manner of Gen- 


tiles, and not as do the Fews, Why. compelle/t thou the 
Gentiles, to live as do the Fews? £1 
Pop. Do you not read, that Chriſt gave to him fir 
and fingly the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and pro- 
miſed to build his Church on him, as on a Rock, jo 
firm, that the Gates of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt 
it? Matth. xvi. 18, 19. And I ſay unto thee, that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church: and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the king- 


dom of heaven: and whatſoever thou: ſhalt bind on 


earth, ſhall be bound in heaven: and. whatſoever thou 
halt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. 
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2 Ron fs PRIEST, Anſwered. 9 
Prot. I read, that Chriſt in that place of Matth. xvi. 


19. did not give, but only promiſe to give him thoſe 


Keys afterwards; which promiſe he made alſo to all 
the Apoſtles, Matth. xviii. 18. Yerily I ſay unto you, 
Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound 
in heaven: and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, 
ſhall be Iooſed in heaven: and when he came to per- 


form it, he gave the power of the Keys to them all 


alike, John xx. 22, 23. And when be had ſaid this, 
he breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive 


1 ye the Holy Ghoſt. M hoſeſoever ſins ye remit, they 


are remitted unto them; and whoſeſoever ſins ye retain, 
they are retained, And it was upon St Peter's Con- 
feſſion of- Faith that Chriſt built his Church, net 


4 upon his Perſon, ſince we ſee the Gates of Hell im- 


mediately prevailed againſt him, firſt in his labouring 
to tempt Chriſt not to ſuffer, Matth. xvi. 22. Then 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, ſaying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this ſhall not be unto 
thee. And ſecondly, in his denying him with many 
Imprecations, Matth. xxvi. 74. Then began he to curſe 
and to fuwear,' ſaying, I know not the man, But if 


I ſhould grant all the Privileges you heap on St Pe- 


ter, without any good evidence from God's Word, 


that will not prove the Pope's ſole right to them all. 


Pop. Yes, without doubt. for the Biſhop of Rome 
ig certainly the Succeſſor of St Peter, and conſequently: 
the Vicar of Chriſt, and ſupream Head of the Ca- 
tholic Church. _ ; | Top 

Prot. The Biſhop of Antioch hath a better Title 
to be St Peter's Succeſſor, becauſe the Scripture- 
(which never mentions his being at Rome) ſays ex- 
preſly, he was there; but if the Biſhop of Rome had 
been St Peter's Succeſſor, that could: not make him 
Head of the whole Catholic Church, becauſe St Peter 
himſelf never pretended to any ſuch Power or Title; 
yea, he was peculiarly the Apoſtle of the believing 


Fews, who had been circumciſed, as St Paul ſays, 
A 5 ' Gal. 


"TO The PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENTS of 
Gal. ii. 7. The goſpel of the uncircumciſian was com- 
mitted unto me, as the goſpel of the circumciſion was un- 
to Peter; and to them St Peter writes: Nor doth | 
Chriſt any where tell us, he would leave one ſuch * 
Head on Earth, or give any Orders to all Chriſtians * 
to obey any one Apoſtle, bs + l 
Pop. But we do believe the Biſbap of Rome to be | 
St Peter's Succeſſor ; and if ſo, how can our Lord mate 
geed his Promiſe to be with his Church to the End of 
the World, if he do not make St Peter's Succeſſor as in- 
fallible as St Peter himſelf was by his Preſence and 
Aſſiftance ? FE CO 3 
Prot. If we grant an inſpired Apoſtle to have been 
infallible in order to ſettling the Faith, and writing the # : 

Rule of it, it doth not follow that his uninſpired Suc- 7 
ceſſors ſhould have this Privilege, now the Faith and 3 
Rule of it are fixed. For then the Biſhops of An- 
tioch, Feruſalem, and Alexandria muſt be infallible 
now: And Chriſt's Promiſe is not made to St Peter, 
or to any particular Apoſtle, but to the whole Catholic 
Church; fo that as long as the true Faith is held in 
any one or more Churches, Chriſt's Promiſe is made 
gbod, though other particular Churches fall away: 
Pop. But the Catholic Church in the Creed is an 
Apoſtalical Church, and it was promiſed unto the Apo- 
Iles, that he would lead them unto all Truth, John 
 Xvi. 13. he will guide you unto all truth; which Pri- 

vilege belongs to Rome, as being now the only free Apo» | 
 frelical Church in the World, - +. M 
Prot. All Churches in the World at firſt were plant- 
ed immediately, or mediately, by the Apoſtles; and | 
Chriſt did certainly make this Promiſe good to his 
Apoſtles, who were led into all Truth; and fo long as 
any particular Church keeps cloſe to this Fruth which 
the Apoſtles taught, the Promiſe is ſtill made good to 
that Church; and there were many particular Apoſto- * 
 lical Churches under Pagan Emperors, and may be 
| ; be JO W = 
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8 Komisn PRIEST, An/wered. TT 
now under the Turks ; it being not temporal Freedom, 
but adhering to the Apoſtles Doctrine, which makes a 
particular Church Apoſtolical, and made the whole 
Catholic Church to be called ſo at firſt, when the Wu 
was made. 

Pop. However, you muſt grant it is moſt prudent to 
take the beſt May to come to the Knowledge of the Truth: 
Now it is both the eaſieſt and certaineſt Way for the 

People to come to this Knowledge by believing as the 
Church believes. 

Prot. It is neither ſo eaſy, nor ſo certain a Way, as as 
to ſearch the Scriptures. 

Pop. This is a ftrange Aſſertion ] Is it not t eaſier to let 
your Paſtors (who are — 2 it by their Profeſſion) 
Judge of Matters of Faith, than for you to take Pains 
to find them out in Scripture 4 

Prot. My Aſſertion is not ſo ſtrange as true: For it 

is much more difficult for ſuch a Man as I am, to know 
what theſe Paſtors have judged about theſe Matters, 
than to know what the Scripture ſaith of them. 

Pop. Have not Councils ſet this down; and is not 
the . P yo always ready to declare the Chu rch's true 
Senſe 

rot. But how can I know which are lawful Coun 
cils, or what they have determined? Or if I did know 
the Words, and doubted of the Senſe, it would be very 
hard for me to get the Pope to tell me in Words or 

Writing what it was; and if the Pope did this, he 

cannot ſpeak or write plainer than God hath done in | 

Holy Scripture ; and therefore, J am told, there is as | 

much Difference among you about the Senſe of Coun | 

cils and Popes, as there is among us about the Senſe of ; 
| Scripture, ; 

Pop. Well, but your own Catholic Biſhop or Prisft, | 

can tell you the. true Meaning of both Councils and | 

Popes in all theſe Matters. ' 

Prot. So can our Proteſtant Biſhops and Priefts tell | 
us the true Meaning of Scripture ; But if you be forced 

. | to 
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| to reſort at laſt to particular fallible Men for the Cer- 


tainty of your Faith ; why do you-boaſt of a better Way 
to be infallibly aſſured of the Truth, than Proteſtants 
can ever have, and upon that falſe Ground urge Men 
to come over to your Church? 

Pop. Becauſe we rely upon that Oral Tradition, 
which hath been delivered down through all Ages in tha 
Roman Church, and can never fail, ſo long as we have 


living Witneſſes to declare it; and is not this more cer- 


tain than a dead written Rule, that may be interpreted 
as every Man pleaſes ©  -: 
Prot. No ſure, for all Men put things of oreateſt 


Concern in Writing ; and do.not truſt things for Poſte- : 


rity to be told by Word of Mouth. A written Rule 
ſays always the fame Words, and can have no Ends 
upon us; but your living Witneſſes, by Forgetfulneſs, | 
or to ſerve their Pride and Covetouſneſs, may deliver 
Tradition variouſly : And you have no Evidence, that 
thoſe things are Apoſtolical Tradition, which your 
Church ſays are ſo ; but either ancient Writings, which 


are of far leſs Credit than Scripture, (and then alſo you | 
muſt fuppoſe thoſe ancient Writings to be more evident 


than your Traditions, becauſe you prove theſe by them) 
or elſe you muſt truſt to fallible Men, whoſe Intereſt it 
may be, and is, to deceive you; and thus your pre- 
{ent living Witneſſes bear ſole Teſtimony to themſelves, 
which is very ſuſpicious at the beſt : So that your Way. 
is neither certainer nor eaſter than ours. 

Pop. I know not what your Way is, unleſs you make 


every private Man to be Fudge of Scripture ; when that 


declares, T he people muſt enquire the law from the 


prieſt's mouth, Mal. ii. 7. And commands us to obey 


them that have the rule over us, Heb. xiii. 17. affirms 
ing, that no Scripture is of any private interpretation, 
2 Pet. i. 20. | 

Prot. Our Way i is to read diligently, and pray hear- 
tily to be directed; and if we doubt, then to go toour 
Proteſtant Biſhops and Prieſts, (for they, and not your 


Clergy, 


* 
> 
1 


a Romisn PRIEST, Anfeered, . 


to give us Satisfaction. And though we do not pre- 
tend that every private Man may interpret difficult Pla- 


13 
Clergy, have the Rule over us) and they are as able, as 
willing, and of as great Integrity, as any among you, 


ces, without the Advice of his Paſtor; yet you are 


miſtaken in your Interpretation of that Place of St Pe- 
ter, 2 Pet. i. 20. That no prophecy of the ſcripture is of 


any private interpretation. Where the Apoſtle is 


proving the Scripture is a ſure Rule, becauſe it was not 


written or firſt interpreted by any private Man's Will 


or Fancy, but the Authors ſpake by the Holy Ghoft, | 
and according to the Will of God: which is nothing 


to your Purpoſe. _ | 


x 
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Pop. However, it ſeems you are forced to rely en 


theſe Prieſts of yours for the true Meaning of Scripture, | 


and the final Certainty of your Faith ; and yet call this 
a flaviſh Thing in Catholics. Tos | 


Prot. Our Prieſts do not barely tell us, this or that 
is the Senſe of Scripture, and then forbid us all further 
Enquiry, which would really be an enſlaving of their 


People; but they compare one Scripture with another, 


and give us ſound and ſolid Reaſon for all their Ex- 
poſitions ;  defiring us no further to believe them, than 
the Clearneſs of their Evidence deſerves: And this al- 


lows us the Freedom of rational Beings. 


Pop. But is it not contrary to Scripture and Reaſon | 
both, that the People ſhould judge of their Paſtor's | 


"Oo and Declarations? 


rot. It is not contrary to Scripture ; for there all | 
Chriſtians are expreſsly commanded, To prove all things, 
and hold faſt that which is good, 1 T hell. v. 21. and 
to try the ſpirits, 1 John iv. 1. St Paul bids the Co- 
rinthians, judge what he ſaid, 1 Cor. x. 15. and likes ; 


: 


2 — 
; 
5 


thoſe who tried his Declarations by the Scripture, As | 


f 


* 
9 


xvii. 11. And ſearched the ſcriptures daily. So that 
no doubt, God will expect Men ſhall have ſomething } 
more to ſay for that Faith on which they truſt their 

a by. Bhs Souls, 


1 
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Souls, than that their Prieſt barely that 
true. 
Pop. I not the Prigſt Fudge of of the People, and can 
it be reaſonable then that they A be his Judges? 
Deut. xvii. 9. Go unto the Judge that ſhall be i in thoſe 
days, and enquire. 8 
Prot. We do not pretend to judge our Prieſts, but 
only to uſe our Reaſon, which God gave us not in 
| vain, in judging meerly for ourſelves; becauſe we 
read, that every Man ſhall bear his own Burden, and 
1 therefore every Man muſt prove his own Work, Gal. 
vi. 4,5. But let every Man prove his own werk, and 
| then ſhall he have rejoicing in himſelf alone, and 
not in another. For every Man ſhall bear his own 
I: burden. And this gives us not any Power overcither 
our Prieſts or Fellow- Chriſtians ; *tis no judgment of 
Direction for others, but only a judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, which to ſtrip us of, is to * us into the 
Rank of Brutes. 
Pop. Well, though you feom fond of your own way, 
yet even the good Eſfecis of our Method, may convince 
any impartial Man it is better; for do you not ſee how 
| quiet and unanimous we are, by our Proper mire re- 
l! Hance on their Paſtors. 
Prot. This may prove it a cunninger, but not 2 
I! ſafer Method; the Twrks are as unanimous as they are 
in your Church, but they may thank Ignorance and 
| Severities for it; and for our parts, we envy not their 
$ Happineſs, who have found out a way, (not preſcribed 
by Chriſt) to live peaceably in grofs Errors, and to be 
unanimous in their Miſtakes. 
Pop. I now you aim at our Church, and wonder 

Bo ſuch à Man as you dare charge the Roman Church 
| with groſs Errors and Miſtakes. | 
Prot. Becauſe I can make my Charge good ; For 
if Scripture be the Rule of 8 we ought to believe 
and practiſe, then your kneeling and pray ing before 
e, your n of Angels and Saints, adoring 
As 
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Relicks, praying in an unknown Tongue, T able | 
ſtantiation, Half-Communion, Auricular Confeflion, | 
Indulgences, and your Doctrine of Purgatofy (with | 
divers others which I can name) are grofs Errors and 
Corruptions, believed and practiſed in the Roman a 
Church. 1 
Pop. Von are very bold ! But I doubt not to juſtify | 
all theſe Opinions and Practices, and to convince you | 
fo fully of the Truth and Innocency of them, that F | 
hope you will own your Miflake, and embrace theſe | 
very Things which you ſo raſbly cenſure ; therefore let 
us diſcourſe the Particulars. 4 
Prot. I can never be perſuaded to kneel down and 
pray before an Image, to offer up Incenſe and Giſts to 
it; ſince J read in Scripture, we muf# not bow down is 
them, nor worſhip them, Exod. xx. 4, 5. and find Ido- f 
latry fo grievouſly condemned there. a 
Pop. I confeſs the Scripture condemns Idelatry, but 
ſure you cannot be ſo weak as to think we take the Image | : 
5 our God, as Heathens did. | 2 
Prot. We cannot ſee your Fhoughts 3 but you do all 
thoſe Acts before your Images which Heathens did be- 
fore theirs; and I am told, they excuſed themſelves as | 
you do, by ſaying they did not take the Image for their | 
| God ; ; yet all Chriftians count them flat Idolater s. 
Pop. They were ſo, becauſe they worſhipped the Images 
of falſe Gods; but you muſt not ſay we are ſo, becauſe} 
ours are Images of the true God, and his ſaints. 1 
Prot. They broke the Firſt Commandment i in having 
other Gods, and you break the Second, which ſorbids 
the making any Image to worſhip it, not excepting the} 
Image of the true God, or of Things i in Heaven; {of 05 
that this only proves your Idolatry is of another kind; 
not that it is no Idolatry at all. The Jews were 289 
real Idolaters for worſhipping the Golden Calf, though 
they took it for a Repreſentation of the true God, 
Exod. xxxii. 4, 5. Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, whichl 
"Oy thee out of 0 land of Egypt, &c. as when they 
| | wing 
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I worſhipped Baal-Peor, Numb. xxv. 2. And they called 
| the people unto the ſacrifices of their gods : and the _ | 
[| ple did eat and bowed down to their gods. . 
Pop. Well, but we do not terminate any of our 1. or- 
Hip on the Image, but on that which it repreſents ; the _ 
Image only helps to raiſe up our Minds to the Thing © 
8 which is ſignified by it ; and our Worſhip paſſes Nan 
i the Image to that Thing ; 3 which cannot be [dolatry> + 
| Prot. If it be an Image of the Saints, which are 
| ry it is Idolatry to ask any thing of them 
þ which is in God's Power to give, and ſo your Worſhip 
N in that Caſe ends in flat Idolatry: And if it be an 
| Ima of God or Jeſus Chriſt, that Worſhip which 
|| you give their Images, and intend ſhall terminate on 
God, muſt be Divine Worſhip. For otherwiſe you 
t | can worfhip God or Chriſt, by worſhipping your 
mages, | 
| ” But ſuppoſe our Church finds this way of Wor- 
. | ſhip helps Devotion, may ſbe not command any Mode of 
i Works for ſo good an End- 
Prot. No, ſhe cannot ee any Mode of Wor- 
ſhip forbidden in Scripture, upon no Pretence what- 
ever: And ſurely Chriſt and his Apoſtles knew what 
| would help Devotion as well as your Church ; but 
there is not in their Writings one Word for this Way 
of worſhipping God, and there is a plain Command- 
ment againſt it; and if you would confeſs the Truth, 
the Carving, Painting, and gilding of the Image, takes | 
off your Thoughts from attending to the Matter of 
your Prayers, and fo "_ hinder rather than _ 
Devotion; - 
jk Pop. 1s it any more Liolatry i in our Church to com- 
mand this, than in yours to enjoin you to bow at the 
Name of Feſus, and to bow. to the Altar. 
1 Prot. The Scripture expreſsly bids us bow at the 
Name 9 4 Fefus, Phil. ii. 10. but you cannot ſhew any 
ehing for bowing to his Image: And we do not bow 
* the * but toward it, that i 18 We only look thas 
1 2 0 ; „„ way 
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way when we worſhip the true God, but have no vi- 
fible Repreſentation of him before us, when we do 
this: And beſides, this Ceremony is left at liberty, ſo 
that none are bound to obſerve it. \ 9 

Pop. But do we not reſpect the Image of our Prince | 
or our Friend, for the ſake of thoſe they repreſent, and | 
ought not all Chriftians to reſpect the Images of Chrift 
and his Saints for their ſakes? —_ 

Pret, We do not talk to theſe Pictures of our Prince 
or Friend, nor make Petitions to them, this would 
look like Madneſs: We do reſpect the Image of Chriſt, 
but that will not ſerve: you, unleſs we fall down and 
worſhip it; but we muſt anſwer you, We are to wor- 
ſhip the Lord our God, and him only muſt we ſerve, 
Matth. iv. 10, „ . ; 

Pop. I confeſs we. cannot expect you ſhould pray be=. | 
fore the Images of Saints and Angels, till we have con- 
vinced you f your Error, in not praying to Angels and 
Saints, ſo that I ſhall now go on to prove, that it is lau- 
ful to call upon Angels to help us, for did not Facob ds 

% Gen. xiii. 16. The Angel which redeemed me 
from all evil, bleſs the lads. . 3 

Prot. Pray read the Place, and you will find, he 
prays only to the Angel that redeemed him: That is, 
to Chriſt, who appeared as an Angel often to the Pa- 
triarchs before his Incarnation, and is called the An=- } 
gel of God's Preſence, Ha. Ixviii. 9. The angel of his | 
preſence ſaved them. But the created Angels would 
not ſuffer St John ſo much as to bow down to them, 
ſaying, that it was a piece of Worſhip due to God, 
Rev. xix. 10. xxii. 8. And I fell at his feet to wor- 
ſhip him; and he ſaid unto me, See thou do it not- For | 
Jam thy fellow-ſervant, and ef thy brethren, that 
have the teſtimony of Feſus ; worſhip God, Yea, the 
pretended Humility of going not directly to God, but 
by the Mediation of Angels, is called a Deceit, and 


plainly forbid by the Apoſtle, Col. ii. 18. Let no man 


beguile yau of your reward, in a voluntary bumiliiyʒ 
-” | and 
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and worſhipping of angels, And Chriſt hath taught us 


to pray to his Father, if we want the Aſſiſtance of 


his Angels, Matth. xxvi. 63. Thinkeft thou that I can- 


not now pray to my Father, and he ſhall preſently give 
me more than twelve legions of angels? 


Pop. Doth not your Bible tell you, the Souls of the 


Martyrs under the Altar pray to God? Rev. vi. g, 
10. I ſaw under the altar the Souls of them that were 


ſlain for the word of God, and for the teſtimony which 


they held. And they cried with a loud voice, ſaying, 
How long, © Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge 


and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 


oo may we not then defire them to pray to God for 


8 e Thoſe Spirits only pray in general for the 
ſpeedy coming of the Day of Judgment, and are bid 


to reſt in quiet till then, ver. 11. And it was ſaid un- 


this is no Ground for particular 


Peace, Protection; yea, Pardon, Grace, and Glory, 
which none but God can give; nor doth the Scripture 
any where declare we ſhould ask theſe Things of any 


| other but Gd. 4 
| Pop. How dare you that are a Sinner, whom God 


will not hear, (Fohn ix. 31. We know that God hear- 


God himſelf, without firing his friends to pray for 


ou 
Prot. Though I am unworthy, yet Tam command- 


ed to pray, * to ask all that I need in Chriſt's Name, 


and am promiſed if I do ſo, I ſhall be heard. John 
xiv. 13,14. J hatſoever ye ſhall ast in my name, that 
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 


W If ye ſhall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 
And Chap. xvi. 23,24. Whatſoever ye ſhall ast the Fa- 


ther in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto ye have 


ated nothing in my name: ast, and * ſhall e 
„ that 


* 


eth not ſinners:) preſume to ast theſe things directly of 


to them, that they ſhould'reft yet 7 a _ 2 i But 
in diſtant Places, 


do ask particular Things of them, as Health, Wealth, 


. 


2 — — — L=.A5 " 


that your joy may be full. Yea, I am told he is my 
Advocate, 1 John ii. 1. Me have an advocate with the 


Father, Feſus Chrift the righteous. And that there is 


bat ane mediator between God and man, 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
Now after all this, I think it is a greater Preſumption, 


without any Command, Direction or Promiſe, to 
make uſe. of the Saints as our Advocates and Media- 


tors; for it is to leave the way preſcribed by God, 
and invent a new one of our own; it is to take the 
Honour which belongs to the Son of God, and give 
it to his Servants, ſo that we may well believe it will 
diſoblige him we pray to. 


Pop. You do not conſider, that we hold, the Saints 


join their Interceſſion to that of Chriſt; and therefor 


to deſire them to pray for us, can be no Injury to 


Chriſt, whom we deny not to be our Mediator. 

Prot. It muſt ſuppoſe Chriſt's Interceſſion not to be 
ſufficient, to add ſo many other Mediators to him: 
Vea, it ſeems, you believe they have more Power with 
God, or Love for us, than Chriſt hach; otherwiſe 
you would not think it neceſſary to join their Prayers 
to his, nor make more Addreſſes to theſe Servants, 


than to the Son, We know, as Chriſt is God, he is 


moſt able; and as Man, moſt willing to help us, Heb. 
1. 18. ang are aſſured, he is able to ſave to the utter- 


when the Father hath provided ſo All-ſufficient a Me- 
diator, to fly to others and deſire them to add their 
Intereſt to his, is both Ingratitude to the Father, and 
a Diſparagement to the Son, when you have Jaid all 
the fine Colours on it you can. 

Pop. I will convince you by a Practice of your neon, 


that herein you cenſure us unjuſtly : Do not you de- 


fire the Saints on Earth to pray for you, though Chriſt 
be your Mediator; and is this any Injury to Chriſt ? 
Why then may we not as well defire _ in Heaven 


| to do it? 


| Pro, 
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moſt all that come unto Ged by him, Heb. vii. 25, And 
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Prot. We have many Precepts and Examples in 


Scripture to deſire holy Men on Earth to pray with 
us and for us, which ſhews that it is according to 
God's Will, and if we att any thing according to his 
will he heareth us, 1 John v. 14. but you have not 


one Word to direct you, to defire-this of the Saints 
in Heaven. Beſides, we do not kneel to good Men, 


and put their Names into the ſame Litanies and Pray- 
ers with God Almighty, nor, defire to be heard by 
their Merits: They pray with us and for us, as our 
Fellow-ſufferers, who ſee and hear our Wants in par- 


| ticular, and pray only in Chriſt's Name, and through 
his Merits, and ſo are joint Petitioners with us, not 


joint Mediators: with Chriſt. And withal, every par- 
ticular Man goes to them, and tells them his caſe, 
and then he is ſure they know his Wants; but Scrip- 


ture is very clear, that thoſe who are dead, even the 
beſt Men, know not the particular Wants of their 


deareſt Friends, 2 Kings xxii. 20. Behold therefore, I 
wilt gather thee, (meaning good Fofiah) unto thy Fa- 
thers, and thine eyes ſhall not ſee all the evil which 1 
will bring upon this place. Eccleſ. ix. 5. The living 
know that they ſhall die; but the dead know not any 
thing. And Ia. Ixiii. 16. Doubtleſs thou art our Fa- 
ther, tho Abraham be ignorant of us. Nor is it poſ- 
ſible for any Creature to hear the Petitions of many 
thouſands at one time in divers Places; and if they 


cannot hear you, what are you the better for praying 


to them? 8 ; 


Pop. This is eaſily anſwered ; for ſince God tnows 
all things, and they are with him always, cannot he 


without any Difficulty make our Prayers known to 


them?” : 


Prot. Wequeſtion not God's Power, but why ſhould: 


he do this, ſince you pray to them without his Direc- - 


tion? And by doing ſo, accuſe the way which he pre- 


ſcribed of being inſufficient; nor have you any Pro- 


miſe that God will acquaint them with your Prayers. 
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Beſides, you cannot but think it abſurd, if not ridi- 


culous, to pray to the Saints to pray to God for you, 
and yet till God tell them firſt, they cannot tell him 


what it is they are to deſire of him ; this is to em- 
ploy God to inform the Saints of our Wants, and 


looks like writing to a Courtier who cannot read, 


to deſire him to beg a Favour of the King for us, 


becauſe we were unworthy to write immediately to 


the King, and yet knew beforehand this Courtier 
muſt go to the King himſelf to read the Letter. 
Pop. Ve value not your idle Compariſons. Our | 
Church tells us the Saints do hear us, and it is no mat= 
ter whether or no we know how they ds hear us. 
Prot. The Scripture tells you they do not hear 
you, and Reaſon tells you they cannot, and will you 
believe your Church againſt both? Your Church ne- 
ver durſt define the way how they come to hear you, 
becauſe many Abſurdities follow upon all Methods that 
ever yet were deviſed: And a wary Man would ſcarce 


credit a thing of this Conſequence, that cannot be prov- 


ed or made out; much leſs would he go to Mediators, 
of whoſe hearing him he can have no other Aſſurance 


than the bare Word of thoſe Men who gain by the 


Doctrine, when he hath an All- ſufficient Mediator, 
who he is ſure can always hear and help him, and to 
whom he may pray without any Doubts to damp his 
Devotion. 

Pop. Did not the Virgin Mary prophecy, that all 
generations ſhould call her bleſſed, Luke i. 48. and have 
we not reaſon to believe that the Mother ef God hath 
great power in Heaven? 

Prot. We call her Bleſſed, and bleſs God for her 3 
but ſhe never ſaid, All Generations ſhould pray to her, 
or impertinently repeat that Salutation, which was pro- 


per to the occaſion of her Conception of Chriſt, as if 


it were a formal Prayer to her now: Nor is there one 
Word in Scripture to direct us to pray to her at all; 
much leſs to ſay more Avz's to her, than Paternefters 

| | | to 
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to God, and to make larger Offerings to her than to 


Jeſus, who declares be hath all Power in Heaven and 


Earth; ſo that all your Worſhip of her is an Inven- 


tion of your own, and meer Superſtition. 


Pop. We find it makes the People more devout, 10 


propoſe ſo many glorified Saints to them to be adored, 
than if we confined them to adore only one inviſible 
God. or 4 N 2 

Prot. Vou may obſerve, if you would own the 
Truth, that this impious Device makes the Worſhip 
of God to be neglected, inclining your People to rely 
more on the Saint's Help than on God's, and to give 
them the Honour due to him for thoſe Bleſſings which 
he alone beſtows on them: And ſince God hath con- 


fined us only to worſhip and ſerve him, Matth. iv. 10. 


it is Superſtition and Idolatry, not Devotion, to make 
any other Beings the Object of your Worſhip. _ 
Pop. Well, but fince God hath wrought fo many Mi- 
racles by the Relicks of the Saints, doubtleſs he is well 
pleaſed with our adoring them and their Relicks. 
rot. T here have been many falſe Relicks pro- 


poſed for true ones, and many forged Miracles in- 
vented by cunning Prieſts for Gain, as hath been un- 


deniably proved; and if there be any true Relicks of 
real Saints, and any certain Miracles, it is not the 
Saint or his Relicks, but God who is to have the Glory 
(by whoſe power the Miracle was wrought, as St Peter 
tells the Jews, Acts iii. 12, 13. Ye Men of Iſrael, why 


marvel ye at this? Or why look ye fo earneſtly on us, 


as tho by our own power or holineſs we had made this 


man to walk? The God of Abraham, &c. the God of 


aur fathers hath glorified his Son Feſus.) And tho' 
we find in. Scripture that Miracles were wrought by 


Moſess Rod, Elijah's Mantle, the Hem of Chrif's 


Garment, St Peter's Shadow, and St PauPs Hand- 


* 


Pop- 
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kerchief, we never read that any of the Faithful a- 
dored theſe things. pag 
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Pop. Perhaps you have been told, we wholly neg- 
left making prayers to God by Chrift Feſus, whereas 
we have many Prayers in our publick Offices like yours, 
directed to God in Chrift's Name, and J hope you have 
no Objection againſt theſe. 

Prot. You ought to have no other Prayers but ſuch : 
and yet, though theſe Prayers be right as to their mat- 
ter, there is one intolerable Fault in them all, that 
they are made in Latin, which the People do not un- 
derſtand. | | 

Pop. 1s not the Church to direct in what manner 
publick Prayers ſhall be made? and are we not to obey 
her Orders ? og 

Prot. No, doubtleſs, not where your Church ex- 
preſly contradits God, and his holy Apoſtles. The 
Spirit of God, by St Paul, commands Men to pray 
with Underſtanding, and forbids any to uſe an un- 
known Tongue in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, enjoining the 
Prieſt ſo to make his Prayers and Praiſes that the moſt 


{ unlearned may join in them, be edified by them, and 


ſay Amen to them, 1 Cor. xiv. 14,15,16,17. FI pray in 
an unknown Tongue, my ſpirit prayeth, but my under- 


EF /aanding is unfruitful. What is it then ? I will pray 


with the ſpirit, and I will pray with the underfland- 
ing alſo; I will ſing with the ſpirit, and I will ſing 
with the underſtanding alſo, Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs 
with the ſpirit, how ſhall he that occupieth the room of 
the unlearned, ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks, ſeeing 


be underſtandeth not- what thou ſayeſt ? For thou verily. 
| grveſt thanks well, but the other is not edified. But 


now your Church bids Men pray without Underſtand- 
ing, and preſcribes an unknown Tongue for the 
Prieſt to pray and praiſe God in, wherein the People 


Cannot join, and whereby they are not edified, yea,” 


to which they cannot with Underſtanding ſay Amen 


In ſuch a caſe, to obey the Church is to diſobey God, 


and a great Impiety. 3 
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| urdef land ” or no. 


Pop. You mußt know, Latin was the Language of 
the ancient Chriftians at Rome, and we have not al- 


= tered our Prayers, but only. kept them in that Tongue 


in -which they were made at firft by the Apoftlei, who 
planted our Church. 
Prot. Now you have yielded the Cauſe, for if the 


| Apoſtles, who were Fews, did not ſet up the Hebrew 
Prayers at Rome, but Latin, becauſe that was the 


Language which the People then underſtood ; if you 
were of their Spirit, ot followed their Steps, you ought 
now to turn them into other Languages, - becauſe the 


People do not underſtand Latin, and becauſe it is 


neceſſary they ſhould pray with Underſtanding. Is 
this your Apoſtolical Church, which acts contrary to 
the Writings and Example of the Apoſtles, or could. 
the Apoſtles leave you any Tradition to contradict 
their own Commands and Practice? 
Pop. May not the People think of God and good | 
things, and ſo be very devout at > ha Prayers, tho 
they do not underſtand the Mords? 
Prot. They may think of God and good FOWL 
at home, and ſo need not come to the Publick Ser- 
vice at all, if this be ſufficient: We think Publick * 
Prayers were deſigned for the People to come and 


unite their particular and hearty Deſires to the Peti- 


tions made by the Prieſt ; and this praying with one 


accord, Acts i. 14. makes them more prevalent than 


private Prayers; Matth. xviii, 20. Where two.or three | 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the | 
midſt of them. But your People are thinking of one 
thing when the Prieſt is ſaying another, and cannot 
defire the particular things asked by the Prieſt, be- 
cauſe they do not know them: So that this turns 
the publick Prayers into private, and ſo the Prieſt | 
might as well pray without a Congregation. | 

Pop. It is to God we ſpeak in Prayer, and ſi nce 
he underſtands us, it is no matter whether * People 


1 Prot. 


4 RouisH Pals r, Anſwered, 25 | 
Prot. By this Argument you need not pray at all, 
becauſe God knows your Neceſſities before you ask: 
Vet he bids us ask, that by the Words of our Prayers 
we may ſtir up our Deſires, exerciſe our Devotion, and 
excite our Faith, not that we may inſtruct him, Where- 
fore your People are robbed of all that Comfort and Be- 
neſit which ours find ſo ſenſibly in our Engl; Prayers, 
meerly, becauſe your Church ſcorns to reform any 
thing; and you can never expect that thoſe who by Ex- 
perience have found the Sweetneſs and Advantage of our 
pious and plain Liturgy, will endure your dry, unpro- 
is W fitable Latin Prayers. 
Is Pop. Well, but ſome of your People think Sermons 
to the main thing i in publick Worſhip, and we hope to gain 
Id them however, becauſe we preach in Engliſh. 


a i Prot. Poſſibly ſome of theſe may be catcht by this 
Bait; but all wiſe Proteſtants will ask you, why there 
od is not as much reaſon for the People to know what they 


% are to ſpeak to God, as what the Prieſt is to ſpeak to 

6 them; and will alſo deſire to know, why you ſhould 
read the Pſalms and Leſſons, and other parts of Scrip- 
ture, in Latin, which are written for our learning 
and admonition, 1 Cor. x. 11. and ſo make it as im- 
poſſible the People ſhould learn any thing from them, 
or be inſtructed by them, as for Boys in Horn- Books to 
ne | -be made any wiſer by reading a Latin Author to them? 
an Pop. I have told you before, This is left the People 
ze | ould wreſt the Bcriptures, if they were in a Language 
he * they under/lood. _ 

Prot. Why then do you preach in Enghlſh? May 
they not wreſt your Sermons, as well as Holy Scripture ? 
Is there more danger now than in the Apoſtles times? 
Or is your Church wiſer than they? Did they not write 
it in a Language generally mor AFL And was it 
not ſoon after turned into Latin, becauſe the Romans 
beſt underſtood that Language? Did they not deliver 
it toall, and command all to read it and ſearch it, to 


meditai on it and oo it to their Children? Though 
B ſome 
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change made of the Church into Chriſt's Fleſh 


26 The PLavsiBLe ARGUMENTS of | 
ſome are Gluttons and Drunkards, we muſt not deny 
all Men the uſe of Meat and Drink ; nor would you 


thus keep the Scriptures from the People, but only for 
| Fear that ſuch plain Men as I ſhould diſcover your 


Corruptions. _ 

Pop. Methinks you ſhould diſcover your own Corrup- 
tions there, For what is more plainly expreſſed in Scrip- 
ture thatttheſe Werds concerning the Sacrament of the Al- 


tar, This is my Body, Lute xxii. 19. and yet you will 
not own the real Fleſb of Chrift to be there; Ts not this ti 


deny Chriſt s Wordt, and disbelieve the Scripture ? 
Prat. We may as well charge you with denying 

Chriſt's Words, and disbelieving Scripture, fince you 

affirm his real Blood: to be there, though he tells us, 


| This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood, Luke 


xxii. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 25. You muſt confeſs there is a 
Figure in this Expreſſion, or elſe you muſt affirm the 


Cup is tranſubſlantiated into the New Teftament; 


andif there be a Figure in one Verſe, why may there 
Not be one alſo in the other, in regard this ſubſtantial 


Change which you pretend, is either in both parts, or | 


in neither. A 


Pop. However, we have much the advantage of you, 
* becauſe we take the Literal Senſe, which is both the more | 
common and the more eaſy Senſe, whilft you are forced tt | 


"fly to Tropes and Figures. 


Prot. You mult conſider this Sacrament is a My- 
ſtery, and in diſcourſing of Myſteries, it is more com- 
mon in Scripture to ſpeak figuratively than literally; 


yea, what is more uſual there, than to call the Sign by 


the Name of the Thing ſignified, and the Thing ſignifi- | 


ed by the Name of the Sign? So the Rock is ſaid 7o be 


Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 4. and Chrift is ſaid to be Bread, | 
2 yet none are ſo abſurd to ſay, the Rock | 
zs ſubſtantially changed into Chrif, or Chriſt into Bread: | 


John vi. 48. 


And when the Church is called, The Body of Chrift, 
Coloſſ. i. 24. yourſelves do not affirm that there is an 


1 Blood, 


a Romish PRIEST, Anſwered. 27 
Blood, though there be more ſaid of this than of the 
Sacramental Bread, viz. That we are Members of his 
Body, of his Flaſb, and of his Bones, Ephel. v. 30. So 
when Chriſt is called a Vine, a Door, a Way, a Branch, 
Sc. it is very certain the Expreſſions are. Figurative, 
and there are a thouſand Places in the Holy Bible 
which cannot be otherwiſe underſtood. + 
Pop. Well, but the Literal Senſe is not to be left, unleſs 
where the Mords cannot be taken er wie than Figura- 
tively, which is not the caſe here. 
Prat. Yes, that is the very Caſe here; for the literal 
Senſe is impoſſible, and full of Contradictions, but the 
Figurative is natural, plain, and eaſy: For if we take 
theſe Words literally, Chriſt's Body was whole, and {| 
litting at the Table, and broken into Pieces on the Ta- 
ble at the ſame time; it muſt be entire now in Heaven, 
and yet all of it in ten thouſand different and diſtant places 
on the Earth. We muſt believe the Subſtance of Fleſh 
hath none of its proper Accidents, and that; the Acci- 
dents of Bread can ſubſiſt without their proper Subſtance : 
We muſt think that to be real Fleſh and Blood, which 
we ſee, ſmell, taſte, and feel to be real Bread and Wine: 
We muſt believe there is a Miracle, when all our Sen- 
ſes, which are Witneſſes. to all other Miracles, give 
evidence there i is no Miracle at all here. In ſhort we 


; muſt contradict our Reaſon, and deny our Senſes with. 
ſy- out any need, unleſs it-be to uphold an unintelligible 
m. © Literal Fe when the Figutative is far more plain. 
y; Pop. *Tis range how Prejudice may blind Men; 


by ſurely you cannot be in earneſt, when you ſay, a Figura- 
ive Speech is plainer than a, Speech without a Figure; 
This only ſhews haw deſperate your Gauſe is, which drives 
Jon to theſe Abſurdities, 
Prot. I will prove it no Abſurdity to maintain, that 
in this caſe, the Figurative Senſe is eaſier: For that 
is the eaſieſt Senſe of any Words, which the Mind firſt 
apprehends when we hear them. For Example, it 
one * to an Houſe and Land, and ſay, This is my 
B 2 Eijtate, 
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28 Pe PrAusrzIE Anxeuuzxrs of 
Estate, there the plain Senſe is the Literal Senſe: 
But if one hold a Writing ſcaled in his Hand, and 
fay, This is my Eſtate, the eaſieſt and plaineſt Senſe 
then is, This is that which conveys my Eftate and all 


the Benefits of it to me : So if Chriſt had pointed to him- 
ſelf fitting at Table, and ſaid, This is my Body, the 


Apoſtles would, and we muſt have taken it Literally: 
but ſince he points to Bread, and faith, This is my Body, 
the firſt and moſt natural Senſe of the Words is, This 
is that which ſignifies my Body, and communicates all 
the Benefits of my Incarnation and Paſſion to you : and 
thus St Paul expreſly doth expound it, when he ſaith, 


iñt is the Communion of his Body and Blood, 1 Cor. x. 16, 


Pop. What then, do you believe that Chriſt is in this 
Sacrament no otherwiſe, but in a bare Figure and empty 


| Sign? 


Prot. We believe that Chriſt is here verily and indeed 
taken and received by the Faithful, and really preſent 
as to all the Effects and Benefits of his Paſſion ; but 
this Preſence, though it be real, yet is ſpiritual, and 


- apprehended by Faith, not corporeal and ſubſtantial, 
becauſe then it muſt be diſcerned by Senſe. | 


Pop. From one Abſurdity granted, many will follow, | 


and your abſurd Expoſition forces you to hold this ridicu- 


lous Afſertion, That a ſpiritual Preſence is a real Pre- 
ence. Dy . 1 
f Prot. Dare you ferioufly deny vhis, which you call 
a ridiculous Aﬀertion! Is not Chriſt really with his 
Church to the End of the World by his ſpiritual Pre- 
ſence? Is not the Holy Ghoſt really with every rege- | 
his ſpiritual Preſence? The Effects 
and Benefits of Chriſt's Death, which we ſeek. in this 
Sacrament, are Spiritual ; ſuchas Pardon, Peace, Grace, | 


and Hopes of Glory, yet they are very real, and there- | 
fore we think it fitteſt to expect them in a ſpiritual | 


Manner, eſpecially ſince our Lord hath told us, Its 
the Spirit that quickneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing, John 
| 7 8 PI, 


a Romrsn PRIEST, Anſwered, 29 
vi. 63. And the Apoſtle faith, Faith is the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. 
xi. 1. That is, it makes Things inviſible and ſpiritual, 
to be very real to the true Believer. XZ 

Pop. I find you delight much in calling this Spiritual 


| Meat and Drink, but would gladly underſtand how you 


dare do ſo, without any Authority of Scripture, yea when 


the Scripture ſaith Chriſt will give us his fleſh to eat? 


John vi. 3. 
Prot. We have good Authority of Scripture for this, 


viz, 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. where it is ſaid, that the Iſraelites 


had the Privilege by certain Signs to eat and drink into 
Chriſt as well as we, in a myſtical way: For they did 
all eat of the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all drink of 
the ſame ſpiritual drink : For they drank of that ſpiri- 


tual rock that followed them, and that rock was Chriſt. 


We ſee it. was Spiritual Meat and Drink which they 
had, yet it was the ſame with ours, and therefore 
ours muſt be Spiritual Meat and Drink too. Again we 
are not ſaid, All to drink into one Blood, but into ene 
Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Nor can we underſtand how St 
Paul could call that which is the Communion of 
Chriſt's Body, by the Name of Bread, after Conſecra- 


tion, 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. As often as ye eat of this 


bread, and drink of this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death | 
till he come, &c. if the outward Part did not remain un- 
changed in Subſtance, thoꝰ its uſe be changed; and tho? 
our Souls are certainly fed, yet theſe are not capable 
of feeding either on Bread or Fleſh: Yea our Lord 


himſelf teaches us to expound thoſe Words in St ahn 


of a Spiritual Communication of his Body, for he faith, | 
The words he ſpeaks to us are ſpirit and life, John vi. 63. 
Pop. You do but prevaricate when you pretend to be- 
lieve Chriſt is really preſent in the Sacrament, for if you | 

truly believed this, you would give divine Worſhip: ta the 
Hoſt as wedo, _T i 3 TIL 3. 
Prot. We bend our Knees, addreſs our Prayers, 
and give divine Worſhip to Chriſt, who is really pre- 
= B 3 ſent 


4 


30 The PLavsinre ARGUMENTS of 
ſent to our Faith in this Sacrament : But ſince we are 
ſure that the outward part is not changed in Nature, 
but only in Uſe and Signification, and doth ſtill remain 
Bread, we dare not give divine Worſhip to that which 
is a Creature, ſince it would be Idolatry ſo to do. 

Pop. Well, I will inform you of one very ill Conſe- 
= quence of your denying Chriff's Fleſh and Blood to be 
WW; /ubfantially in this Sacrament, that is, you make it to 
5 be only a Commemoration of the Sacrifice on the Crofs; 
but we give it far more honour, believing it to be a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of quick and dead. 

| Prot. Neither you nor we ought to make the Sacra- 
ment what we pleaſe, we muſt take our Notions of 
tit from Scripture, and from Chriſt, who inſtituted is, 
and he bids us, Ds this in remembrance of him, Luke 
xxii. 19. And St Paul doth not ſay, it is the Lord's 
death, but the ſhewing forth of his death, 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
yea he makes this the main Difference between the le- 
%* pal Sacrifices, and that of Chriſt on the Crofs, that they 
=: were often offered but he was only to be offered once, 
and by that one offering hath perfectly fatisfied for the 

Zins of the whole World. Heb. ix. 25, 26. Net 
=: zhat he ſhould offer bimſelf often, as the high prigſt en- 
=: zreth into the holy place, every year, with the blood of o- 

' hers: (For then muſt he often have ſuffered ſince the 
foundation of the world) but now once in the end of the 
world, hath he appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf. And Chap. x. 14. By one offering he has per- 
- Fetted for ever them that are ſanctified. So that this Sa- 
crament is certainly a Commemoration as we ſay, but 
it cannot be a facrificing of Chriſt again, as you ſay, 
if we refer the matter (as we ought) to be judged by 

Scripture; wherein there is nothing to ſhew that it is 

2 propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of 'the Living, 

much leſs for the Sins of the Dead, whoſe Eſtate 

can never be altered after this Life, There being a 
great gulf fixed betwixt the righteous and the wick- 

ed, which none can paſs, Luke xvi. 26, 28. but as they 
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4 ROMISH FR IEST, Inſwered.. I 


fall they muſt lie for ever, Eccleſ. xi. 3. In the place 


where the tree falleth there it ſhall be. 
Pop. The World may now ſee how unjuſtly you brag 
of your magnifying the Merit of Chriſls Paſſion, and 
ow falſly you accuſe us of diminiſhing and diſparaging 
it, 9 we hold it ſufficient to pardon both Quick and 
Dead, and you deny it can do any good to the Dead. 
Prot. It is not want of Merit in Chriſt's Paſſion, 
but want of Capacity in thoſe who have not repented 
in their Life-time, that hinders thefe deceaſed Perſons 
from receiving the Benefits of Chriſt's Death; Chriſt 
hath declared he will pardon none but them "that do 
repent; and if Men do not repent before they die, they 
cannot repent afterwards, and fo cannot. receive any 
Benefit of Chriſt's Paſlon and if living Men be taught, 


they may get a pardon after Death, it will encourage 


them to put off their Repentance to the very laſt : Nor 
would ſo falſe a Doctrine, without any ground in 
Scripture, ever have been taught in your Church, but 
only that the crafty Inventers of it found, it would 
make Maſſes ſell at dear Rates. 

Pop. You are very free of your Cenſures, but we de- 


ſpiſe them, being aſſured our Dottrines and Practices 


are the true Senſe 77 Scripture, as it is an ret to 
us by the Holy Catholic Church, 

Prot. Do you really think ſo? Pray then, before 
we leave this Subject, will you tell me, How the 


making only ſome (that is the Prieſts) to drink of the 
Cup, can poſſibly be the Meaning of Chriſt's Words, 


Drink ye all Hit: Matth. xxvi. 27. 
Pop. Why it is plain the Apaſiles were Prieſts, and 
not Laymen, and it was only to the Apoſtles that Chriſt 


ſpake theſe W ords ; and though we forbid the People to 
| drink of this Cup, yet we command the Prigſts to do it. 


Prot. Was it not alſo only to the Apoſtles that 
Chriſt ſaid then, Take, eat, this is my Body, ver. 26. 
and will it not follow by your way of arguing; that 
none but Prieſts muſt eat of the Bread, and that the 
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away as you do, thereby committing a grievous Sacri. 


32 The PrAavsriBLE ARGUMENTS of 


People muſt receive neither Bread nor Wine: You 
know the Apoſtles ſtood then in the place of Laymen, 
and repreſented the Congregation, as Chriſt did the 
Prieſt, ſo that St Paul plainly applies to the People, 
the Commands both of Eating and Drinking, which 
Chriſt gave at firſt only to his Apoſtles; and nothing 
is more evident, than that all the People at Corinth” 
did drink of the Cup, and ſome of them too largely, 
1 Cor. x, 21. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, 
And Chap. xi. 21. In eating 
every one taketh before other, his own ſupper, and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken. And Ver. 27, 28, 29. 
and Chap. xii. 13. .½e have been all made to drink into 
one ſpirit. So tbat I wonder how you dare call the 
contradicting Chriſt's Commands, and the Practice 
and Precepts of the Apoſtles, the true Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, and why you rob the People of one half of the 
Sacrament. 
Pop. We rob them of nothing, becauſe we declare 
we give them whole Chriſt, wWhi < is contained fully un. 
der either Hecies. p | 
Prot. This is no more than if one who clipt off half 
the King's Coin ſhould ſay it was ſtill current Money: 


| The very Declaration itſelf ſuppoſes that our Lord 


inſtituted two Species when one was ſufficient; and ſo 
to excuſe yourſelves of Impiety, you accuſe him of do- 
ing things in vain: And fince Chriſt is here ſet out as 
having ſuffered for Sin, and ſo his Blood feparated from 
his Body, we cannot imagine how the Bread alone 
ſhould be ſufficient to ſet forth this Myſtery. | 
Pop. There is danger left we ſhould Fill the Cup in 


giving it to the People, and left it ſhould be ” na, 15 
the rude Mouths of Laymen. 


Prot, This Danger may be in givin it to the 
Prieſts; ; however, you are not of St Paul ng who. 
when the Cup was abuſed at Corinth even to exceſs, 
durſt not alter Chriſt's Inſtitution, nor take it wholly 


EE A lege 
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4 Romisn PrresT, Aiſiorred. 33 
lege in keeping back part of that whereof God hath 
made you Diſpenſers, and as much as in you lies, de- 
priving the People of the Benefit of Chriſt's Blood. 

Pop. We can find more fault with your preparation 


for it, than you with our diſpenſing of it; for why do not 


you all go to a Prieft to confeſs your Sins before. you do re- 
ceive, as the Scripture doth appoint ? ES 
Prot. The Scripture appoints every Man hall exa- 
mine himſelf before he eat of that Bread, and drink of 
that Cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. Now of this you ſay very 
little, but our Church ſtrictly enjoins All. thus to pre- 
pare : But Scripture no where appoints it as neceſſary 
for all to go to a Prieſt and confeſs, before every Act 
Pop. Doth not Scripture declare that penitent Sinners 
confeſſes their Sins to a Prieſt, thus the Fews to St Fohn 
the Baptiſt, Math. iii. 6. They were baptized of him 
in Jordan, confeſſing their Sins; and Acts xix. 18; 
Many that believed came, and confeſſed, and ſhewed 
their deeds, (to St Paul) and command us to confeſs 
our faults one to another, James v. 16. and can there 
be any fitter time to do this than juſt before we crmmuni- 


F | 


Prot. We do not forbid Men at any time to con- 
feſs to a Prieſt, but adviſe them to it in caſe of a troubled 
Mind, or a violent Temptation, and eſpecially if that 
be their condition who are to receive the Sacrament: 
But we dare not lay ſuch a Snate on our People, as to 
make this always neceſſary, ſince God hath not declar- 
ed it is ſo. And thoſe Examples you bring, concern 
Publick Confeflion of Sins before the Prieſt and the 
Congregation ; and ſ&doth that place in St James, for 
it orders us to confeſs not to the righteous Man alone, 


but one to another, that ſo the righteous Man and all 


the reſt may pray for Mercy for the Penitent; and 1 
have heard this was the primitive way' of confefling 


Sins, and is ſtill here in our Church, where the Of- 


fences are fcandalous, and the Party cenſured: But 
5 „„ this 


3 


34 The PlaugiBLt ARGUMENTS of 
this is no ground for your private confeſſing into the 
Prieſt's Ear, and fo getting an Abſolution of courſe at 
ſet times. „„ 1 
Pop. Hath not Chriſt granted to the Prięſis a Power 
to remit Mens Sins, or retain tbam, John xx. 23. 
W hoſeſoever {ins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whoſeſoever fins ye retain, they are retain- 
ed: and muſt not the Fudge, who is to condemn or ſet 
free, of neceſſity hear all the particulars concerning the 
Criminal? Dy au | 
Prot. Our Prieſts will not grant us Abſolution in 
particular Caſes, unleſs we do ſo far confeſs the Crimes 
we are guilty of, as to ſhew ourſelves truly penitent ; 
but they do not compel us under pain of Damnation to. 
come, and tell them all our Sins, which Scripture faith 
s impoſſible, Pſalm xix. 12. Who can underſtand his 
errors? Nor doth the King's granting a Commiſſion 
to certain Judges, to hear and to. determine Cauſes, 
oblige thoſe who can make up their Differences among 
themſelves, to come and be tried before them. Beſides 
the Prieſt is not the higheſt and laſt Judge, nor can he 
infallibly tell, when he doth hear all that Men ſay of 
themſelves whether they be Hypocrites, or true Peni- 
tents ; and: therefore we are adviſed to confeſs all our 
Sins daily to God the. Supreme Judge, and to labour 
10 prove our Repentance to be ſincere to him by amend- 
ing our Lives: And we are not obliged to go to a Prieſt, 
put in weighty Caſes, and on great Occaſions. _ 
Pop. This is one great Complaint we have againſt your 
pretended Reformation, that you do not oblige Sinners to 
make any ſatisfattion 2 their Offences, and have laid 
#/zde the Sacrament of Penance. ' | 3 
Prot. We do account it neceſſary for notorious and 
ſcandalous Offenders to do a publick Penance, that 
their Shame and Sorrow may. be as evident as their 
Crimes, and this they are to do for Satisfaction to the 
Church; and we hold it neceſſary in more ſecret Sins, 
hat the Sinner do beartily bewail them, -bumbly con- 
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a Romisn PRIEST, Anſwered... 3 


feſs them to God, and utterly forſake them for 4 time 
to come; and upon theſe terms we doubt not God will 
forgive them for Chriſt's ſake, according to his Promi- 
ſes in Holy Scripture, Prov. xviii. 13. He that cover- 


eth his fins ſhall not proſper; but whoſo confeſſeth and 
forſaketh them, ſtall have mercy, Ezck. xviii. 21. If the 


wicked will turn from all his fins that he hath committed, 
and de that which is lawful and right, he fhall urely 
live, he ſhall not die: and we will truſt God's Word 
ſooner than yours. | 

Pop. But after God hath pardoned the Sinner as to 
the eternal F due to him, which Chriſt bought 
off, he muſt ſatisfy the Divine Fuſtice for temporal Pains 


ſtill remaining due to thoſe Sins, by ſubmitting to the Pe- 
nances laid on him by his Prieſt. 


Prot. This is a meer Device of your own, not 
grounded. on Holy Scripture: for there it is declared, 
that Chriſt hath delivered us from all the Curſe due to 
us, and ſaved us to the uttermoſt, and cleanſed us from 
all Sin, and made our Peace ; ſo that if we have Inte- 
reſt in him there is no Condemnation to us. Tis true, 
God may and doth ſometimes chaſtiſe good Men, af- 
ter he reſolves to pardon them, 2 Sam. xii. 14. which is 
not to ſatisfy his Juſtice, but to warn them not eaſily 
to run into the like Offences, Heb. xii. 6. Vor wham 


the Lord Ieveth he chaſtneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon 


whom he recetveth. And true Penitents have voluntari- 
ily put on Sackcloth, and laid in Aſhes, and faſted and 


_ prayed, c. But this was to ſhew the Sincerity of their 


Repentance, and the Reality of their Sorrow for of- 


| fending God, or to make themſelves more fit to pray 


earneſtly _ for the averting the Divine Diſpleaſure: But 

God's Word never makes theſe Acts any part of Satis- 

faction to God, nor do we find one Precept of Chriſt, 

or his Holy Apoſtles, enjoining ſuch Acts purely to ſa- 
tizfy God's Juſtice for any remaining Puniſhment. 

Pop. Well, qu cannot deny it is more for the hanour 

| b Ei of 


\ 


36 The PrAuvsisLE ARGUMENTS of | 
| of God's Fuſtice to enjoin the Offenders to make him ſome 
Jatigfaction, rather than to teach them he will freely for- 
| give; and you muſt grant it is more likely to reſtrain men 
| from future Crimes, if they ſuffer in Body or Goods for 
| Zhaſe that are paſt. Ek WR 
Prot. But it is not much for God's Honour, that 
when your Church pretends God will not remit theſe 
remaining temporal Pains without Men do their Pe- 
| Nance; yet ſhe will remit the Penance itſelf for a cer- 
tain Price, and ſo Money will buy off that which you 
= ſay Chriſt's Death doth not ſatisfy for: And indeed, 
none but the Poor almoſt do any Penance with you; 
the Rich, who can gratify the Prieſt well, are abſolved 
and indulged ; and however you order it in your 
Church, there are as many notorious and cuſtomary 
Sinners, for all theſe Penances and Payments, as any 
Where elſe: yea, they fin with leſs Fear and Regard 
than others, becauſe they foreſee a Pilgrimage, or a little 
= Faſting; a few Laſhes, or a Sum of Money, will make 
their Peace with the Prieſt, and ſo they take little Care 
j 8 a ſincere Amendment to make their Peace with 
God. 3 | T7 0 | 
Pop. I fuppoſe you reflect upon our Indulgences, which 
are no other than the uſe of that Pawer of remitting Sins 
| which Chriſt gave to St Peter, and in him to the chief 
= Paſtor of the Catholic Church; and doubtleſs it is a 
mot comfortable thing when St Peter's Succeſſor, or his 
i Delegates, do ſo falemnly declare us clear from thoſe Sins 
= wwe have confeſſed. . fg 1 
Prot. St Peter never ſold this Power, As viii. 18. 
for he affirms, We are not redeemed with corruptible 
b things, as filver and gold, 1 Pet. i. 8. Had he uſed the 
fame gainiul Trade which the Pope drives, he could 
not have ſaid, Silver and Gold have I none, Acts iii. ö. 
So that you muſt not mention that holy Apoſtle as 
your Pattern till you follow his Example, and grant 
|: | nh to none but them, that upon a ſtrict Search 
are found truly penitent; and upon thoſe Terms — 


a Rowrsn Pairs r, Auſwered. 


Chriſt makes neceſſar y) the Poor muſt have them # 
ſoon as the Rich, ind both freely: But while your 
Church makes a meer Merchandiſe of them, and grants 
them out to raiſe Money to enrich a Nephew, to mar- 
ry a Neice of the Pope's, or to aggrandize a Favourite, 
and ſends them into rem te Countries to Men and Wo- 
men whoſe Faces he never ſaw, and of whoſe Penitence i 
he hath no Aſſurance, we Proteſtants muſt look on 
them as a holy Cheat, a Hindrance of true an, 
and a Trick to get Money 4 

Pop. Yau are quite miſtaken ; the Church Jeffers * no- 
thing by theſe Indulgences but the Penitent's Salvation; 
the Money is a voluntary Offering, and can you blame 
Holy Church for receiving the Oblations of the People ©. 
Prot. It is no Crime to receive voluntary Oblations, # 
povided they be difpenſed to the Poor : But here is a 
certain Price ſet, and the Money received goes in part 
to the Pope's Coffers, and in part to the wealthy Dele- 
gates, or to rich Monaſteries; and it appears that Money MA 

is the main thing, becauſe poor Men cannot get them, 
nor will they give an Indulgence freely to the Indigent, 
though never ſo penitent ; whereas the Rich, that ſhew % 
little Signs of true Repentance, may have them, and 
are thereby hardned in their Sins. Nor is it this point 
alone, but moſt of thoſe diſputed between us and you, 
that are ſtiffly defended on your part, becauſe they ad- 
vance the Wealth and Power of your Church; ſuch is 
the Pope's Power to receive Appeals, Images, Relicks, * 
| ſaying Maſſes. to deliver Soul-, Confeſſion, Penances, 
and two more not yet mentioned, viz. Purgatory, and 
the pretended Sanctity of your Religious Orders. | 

Pop. "Tis not the Advantage we have by theſe Doc- i 
trines, but the certain Truth of them, which makes us fo 
deſirous you ſhould believe them, as appears in this Article 
of Purgatory, which I ſhall prove firſt from ny 1 
ang then by Rea 952 to be à great Truth. f ; 

Prat. The Scripture declares very often, and very 
plainly, that there are two Places of eternal Rewards and 
| mug 1 


38 
q 1 Haven: and Hell; and if there be any. 


ve PLAUSIBLE ARQUMEN.TS of 


third Place to which moſt Men are to go, to ſuffer very 
| great temporary Pains, I doubt not but God hath reveal- 


o 
3 
7. 
= 
1 


„ CY 


ed it as plainly and clearly as he hath done Heaven and 
Hell; and therefore let me ke you prove it by plain 
Texts of Holy Scripture. 

Pop. Our Saviour ſaith, 'The fin aint the Holy 
| Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven, neither i in this world, nor 


j in the world to come, Matt, xii, 32. which plainly 
F ſuppoſes ſome Sins not pardoned here, may be forgiven 
there; and that is one ground of Purgatory. 


Prot. This is far from a clear Proof, for here is no 


#$ mention of Purgatary ; B and this Phraſe, The World to 
| come, in the Goſpel, often ſignifies the Days of the 
Meſſiab, Heb. ii. 5. and vi. 5. And the Fews expect- 
ed that Meſſiah (whom they believed as yet not come) 
# | ſhould pardon divers great Sins, which could not be ex- 
. 1 by Legal Sacrifices; and therefore Chriſt, ſpeak- 


to them in their own Phraſe, tells them, This Sin 


F — the Holy Ghſt ſhould og be pardoned un- 
der the Law, nor under the Goſpel. But ſuppoſe this 
' Phraſe do ſignify, The next J 2 Chriſt ſays not 
any other Sins ſhall be forgiven then, but only that this 
Sin ſhall never be forgiven there nor here, which is on- 
7 3 to ſet out it ſhall not be forgiven at all: So 


en. Xxxxi. 24. to ſpeak neither good nor a ſignifies 


to ſay nothing at all. 
Pop. Deth not St Paul ſay, 15 Every m man's work ſhall 


4 be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare it, becauſe it 
| ſhall be revealed by fire, — the fire ſhall try every 
man's work of what ſort it is: Aud a little after, If a 
man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs ; but he 
© | himſelf ſhall. be ſaved, yet 5 by fire, 1 Cor. iü. 13, 
U 15. I not this a clear proof of Purgatory Fire? 


Prot. This Place ſpeaks only of Teachers, and the 


'H 1 are not to be burnt, ed their Works; that is, 
the falſe Doctrines which any of them teach; and the 
|| whole place is metaphorical and obſcure ; and that lat 


Phraſe 


2 Romisn PRIEST, Anſwered: 39 
Phraſe of being ſaved, but ſo as by fire, is no more but 
a way of expreſſing a thing that ſhall be done with great 
difficulty, as Pſal. Ixvi. 12. We went through fire and 
water : and Zech. iii. 2. A brand pluckt out of the fire. 
So that you may as well pretend Sinners are in Purgato- 
ry here, becaule we are commanded, to /ave.them with: 
fear, pulling them out of the fire, Jude, ver. 23. And 
if this place be to be underſtood Literally, it muſt be re- 
ferred to that Fire which ſhall burn all the World at 
the Day of Judgment, which (I have been told) is that 
which the Fathers underſtand by the Day and the Fire 


here mentioned, and fo it hath no relation to Purgato- 


ry, which you muſt either prove (as we do Heaven and- 
Hell) from clearer places than this, or we ſhall not be- 
lieve it. 14 B vt 148 ; T2 *- 
Pop. We have St Peter alſo on our fide, who tells us, 
That Chriſt went by the Spirit to preach: to the ſpirits 
in priſon ; which ſometimes were diſobedient, when; 
once the long-ſuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that 
is, eight per ſons were ſaved by water, 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20, 
Prot. This place is obſcurer than any of the former, 
and fo very unfit to build an Article of Faith upon: 
But the plaineſt Senſe of it is, Fhat Chriſt by his Spi- 
rit in Noah did: preach to theſe wicked ones before the 
Flood, whoſe Souls and Spirits were as it were-impri- 
ſoned in their Bodies; and thoſe! who were ſaved by 
this Preaching were but few, and thoſe were ſaved by 
Water, and not by Fire. And as far as we can gather 
from this Text, and 2 Pet, ii. 15. where it is faid, 


That God ſpared not the eld world, but ſaved' Noah the 


eighth perſon, a preacher of rightemſneſs, bringing in the 


food upon the world of the ungodly ; theſe Perſons ws 
were preached to remained diſobedient, and were not 


ſaved at all; fo that you have no ſhadow of 
fix Purgatory on this place. | © 
Pop. What think yau of that Priſon into which if we 

be calt by God, who is the Sinnet's Adverſary, 2 


ground to 
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414 . The PAUSE ARGUMENTS of | 
' | ſhall by no means come out thence, till they have paid 
the uttermoſt farthing,, Matb. v. 26. Is not this Pur- 
j gatory? 1 | | | | | 
Prot, I think it is nothing to your purpoſe, for 
Chriſt uſeth it as an Argument why we ſhould repent 
and make our Peace with God while we live; where- 
| | as Purgatory gives Men Pretences to put off their Re- 
pentance till Death, and fills them with falſe Hopes to 
be delivered afterwards: And out of this Priſon there 
is no means to be delivered, but by the Perſon's own 
ſatisfy ing the whole Debt, whereas you think the Pray- 
ers and Alms of others may get Men out of Purgatory : 
Nor doth the Text ſay, that the Sufferer can pay the 
|. utmoſt Farthing, but rather ſuppoſes it impoſlible, and 
ſo his lying there till he pay the utmoſt Farthing, muſt 
be meant of his lying in Hell for ever. And Chriſt men- 
tions Hell in that Chapter, Ver. 22, 29, 30. but there 
is no Word of Purgatory here, or any where in Scrip- 
ture; and therefore pray try if you can prove it from 
© | Reafon, ſince God's Word is not for you. 
Pop. Is there not great difference between ſome Sins 
and others; and if God be a righteous Fudge, he will 
mate different Puniſhments, ſo that it is very reaſonable 
to believe, that venial Sins ſhall only be puniſhed with 
temporary Fire, not with eternal Flames. 5 
Prot. If we conſider the Holineſs of the Law, or the 
Infiniteneſs of the Majeſty offended, all Sin, even the 
feaſt, deſerves Damnation as its juſt Wages, the wages 
. is death, Rom. vi. 23. and the leaſt Sin unre- 
pented of may prove mortal, becauſe it is not ſo much 
{| fnow under the Goſpel) the Sin, as the final Impeni- 
| | tence which damns Men; and he that will not repent, 


| | ſhews he would eternally fin ; ſo that whatever the In- 
| ftance be, he deſerves eternal Damnation: But alas! 
He who repents not fully while he lives, is never guil- 
ty of theſe lefſer Sins only; ſuch Perſons are always 
8 guilty of greater Sins, which merit eternal Flames. 
And chat place of St John, on which you ground your | 
58 Diſtinction 
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8 Romnsn Pr1esT, Anſwered, 41 

| Diflintion of Mortal and Venial Sin, fpeaks of the 

Event of Mens Sins, not of the Nature of them; ſo 

that if we ſee Men ſin without any Signs or Hope of their 
Repentance, he doth not oblige us to pray for fuch, 

1 John v. 16. There is a fin unto death, I de not ſay: 

that he ſhall pray for it. 5 * 

Pop. But is it not ſaid, that nothing which is unclean 

Hall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven? There ſhall in 

no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, Rev. 

xxi, 27. Wherefore Reaſon teacheth that they who are 

defiled with any Sins, even thoſe that are venial, muſ#- 

be purged ere they can come into the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven. | | | 

Prot. Surely poor Catholicks are hardly uſed, to pay 
ſo much Money, and endure ſo many Penances, on 
pretence of purging away their Venial Sins; and yet af- 

ter all their Faſtings, V hippings, and Pilgrimages, 

their Abſolutions, Holy Water, Alms, and Extreme 
Unction, ſtill they are to endure a Torment as griev- 
ous, though not as long, as Hell Fire, for theſe light 

Tranſgreſſions- Beſides, we cannot imagine how Fire 
can purge a Soul unbodied, nor why Purgatory ſhould 
be needful to cleanſe us from ſome Sins, when Scrip- 
ture declares, The blood of Chrift cleanſeth us from all 
ſin, 1 John i. 7. Or how Mea who are to be ſaved by 
Chriſt ſhould be condemned to Purgatory, when St 
Paul faith, There is ns Condemnation to them that are 
in Chrift Feſus, Rom. viii. 1. Tis evident, it huge- 
ly derogates from God's Mercy and Chriſt's Merits, 
to teach Men, That after all God's Promiſes to j 
us freely by his Grace, Rom. iii. 24. and after Chriſt's 
blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances that was 
againſt us, Coloſſ. ii. 14. they muſt ſtill ſmart ſo long 
and fo ſeverely, and are left to pay fo great a part of it 
C TTT 

Pop. You are miſtaken again, for we hold, that 56. 

cauſe of the Communion of Saints, one Man may ſatisf) 

fer another, and that the Amt and Prayers of the Liu- 


ing, 
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cauſe they are under thoſe three 
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ing, and eſpecially of Holy Friars and Nuns, will avail, 

or. the delivering the Dead out of Purgatory. | 
Prot. You may hold what you pleaſe, but Scripture 
tells us, Every man ſhall bear his own burden, Gal. vi. 
5. and, that no man can redeem his brother, nor make 
agreement to God for him, becauſe it coſt more to redeem 
their ſouts, ſo that he muſt let that alone for ever, Pal. 
xlix. 7, 8. And that all the good Works of the beſt 
Men are little enough for themſelves, Matt. xxv. 8. 
And the fooliſh (Virgins) ſaid unto the wiſe, Give us of 
your oil, for our lamps are gone out. But the wiſe an- 
fwered, ſaying, Not ſo ; leſt there be not enough for us 


and you. So that we wonder the wiſer Lay men will 


be deluded by a Doctrine which is ſo ill proved, and 


|” tends ſo apparently to make the People put off their Re- 


pentance till their Death, and to give the Monks an 
opportunity to draw Legacies from the dying, and large 
Gifts from their living Friends, that is, to make the 
aity wicked, and the Clergy rich, and to hazard the 
t, NCTE TEST 
Pop. We do not think the Money ill beflowed which 
we give to our Prieſts and Friars, whoſe Prayers are 
more pure and prevalent than MT 1 aur Clergy, be- 
0 . of Chaſtity, 

Paverty and Obedience. . a 
Prot. Vows without obſerving them are but a Snare 
and . the Sin, when they are broken, 
as two of theſe moſt notoriouſly are by your Prieſts 
and Religious Orders, who are infamous in all Coun- 
tries, . for thoſe Artifices they uſe to get Wealth, and 
for their unnatural and ſcandalous Luft and your 
Church is juſtly taxed with all the infamous Confequen- 
ces of the Vow of Chaſtity, 'becauſes ſhe impoſes on 
young Perſons before they know their own Strength, 
and conaives at Fornication in them, rather than ſhe 
will allow, them to marry ; that the Church may be their 
Heir, and that they may have leſs Dependance on 
Kings and States, as being Single Perſons, | * . 
a5 2.4 : l " 1 N | =. ; | OP» 


4 Romisn PRIEST, Anſwered, 43 
Pop. You would fain make this a piece of Policy, 
whereas it is Religion; for St Paul declares, fingle per- 
fons are fitteſt to attend upon the Lord without diſtrac- 
tion, 1 Cor. vii. 35. and on that account it is moſt pro- 
per for the Religraus and Priefts,  —_ 
AI Prot. The Apoſtle adviſes all Chriſtians (and not 
Prieſts only) to continue fingle, if they were fo, as beſt 
for thoſe times of Perſecution, and provided they found 
they could live chaſtly unmarried ; otherwiſe, to avoid 
" | fornication, he commands them even then to marry. 
1 Cor. vii. 2. To avoid fornication, let every man have 
his own wife, and let every woman have her aun huſ- 
band. Whereas you forbid it to all your Religious, in 
all Times and all Caſes : Beſides, he laid no Vow up- 
on them, Ver. 25. This I ſpeak, ſays he, for your own 
profit, nat that I may caſt a ſnere upon you. Nor was 
he himſelf under any Vow, but was free to marry if he 
had pleaſed, 1 Cor. ix. 5. Have we nat patwer to lead 
abut a fijler, a wife, as well as. ather apoftles? And 
he allows a Biſhop to be the Husband of one Wile, 1 
Tim. iii. 2. A biſhop muſt be the husband of ane wife: 
and ſuppoſes Deacons then had Wives, Yer. 11. Their 
wives muft be grave. Nor doth he count Marriage Im- 
purity in any, but affirms, It is honourable in all, and 
the bed undefiled, Heb. xiii. 4. He excepts not the Cler- 
gy, fo that we doubt not our married Clergy's Prayers, 
who live ſoberly, according to God's Ordinance, are 
more pure and prevalent than yours, moſt of which live 
in Perjury, burning Deſires, and Fornication. 

Pop. But your Prie/ts have nat pawer by their Pray- 
ers to caſt out Evil Spirits, as ours have; which ſhews, 
that Ours, not Yours, are the true Succeſſars of the Ah 
tles, to wham Chriſt gave pawer over unclean Spirits, 
Mark xvi. 17. In my name ſhall they caft out devils. - 
Pra. Chriſt gave his Apoſtles power then to drink 
Poiſon, and take up Serpents without harm, as alſo af- 
terwards to ſpeak with Tongues, heal the Sick by a 

Touch, and raiſe the Dead; yet your Priefts dare not 
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| pretend to any of theſe Miracles, which are all ceaſed 
1 E ſince, only they keep up the Pretence to caſt out 
| Evil Spirits, becauſe that is more eaſily counterfeited 
than any of the reſt: And if this alone would ſerve, tis 
likely Conjurers might prove themſelves the Apoſtles 
Ziucceſſors, as well as your Prieſts; for they can caſt 
out Evil Spirits better than the Romiſh Prieſts; who, 
as may be noted, do caſt the Devil as often out of the 
fame Party i in divers Places, as there is occaſion to make 
a Proſelyte, or work upon the Superftitious Now 
this muſt be done either by Compact with the Devil, 
or the Party pretended to be poſſeſſed, and either way 
it is little to their Honour. Beſides, I have known a 
good Phyſician, by natural Means, cure thoſe whom 
theſe Prieſts pretended were poſſeſſed : which ſhews 
they often caſt the Devil-out when he was never in. 

4 Pop. Well, I cannot but pity your Ohſtinacy, and 
8 or you; who thus wilfully ſhut your Eyes againſ 

he plaineſt Arguments for Catholick Truth, 

Prot. There is more Reaſon for me to pity and pray 
for you, who in all theſe points do contradi Holy 
Scripture, which cannot deceive us, and believe falſe 
; and feigned Traditions, invented by deſigning Men for 
evil Ends; and for my part, I count ita wiſe Reſolu- 
| tion, and no Obſtinacy, to give credit to God rather 

than Men. 

Pop. You flatter yourſelf with Scripture taken in your 
| own Senſe, but you did own the Catholic Church was the 
_ beſt. Interpreter of Scripture; and I aſſure you the Holy 
Fathers, who in all Ages have delivered down to us the 
Senſe of the Catholic Church, agree exattly with us in 
all theſe Opinions and Practices which you Proteſtants re- 
| Jett; and can you think all theſe ob Ancient Doctors 
were deceived, and that a few 0 Heure Modern Refar- 
mers are in the right ® 

Prot. Truly, 1 have but little Skill in theſe Wri- 
tings of the Fathers; but I have heard our Clergy (who 


are as well read in them as _ of you) declare, TR 
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all theſe Fathers condemn your Opinions, as much as 


Holy Scripture doth; and that theſe Opinions and.Prac- 
tices were late Inventions of your Church, and were 


ſet up in Times of Ignorance and Superſtition, meerly 


to gain Power and Wealth by them :, And though I am 
not able to make this out, I promiſe you whenever you 


.pleaſe, to bring one of our Churchmen, that ſhall prove 


what I ſay.” In the mean time, becauſe the Scripture 
was before the Fathers, I am well ſatisſied that mine 
is the oldeſt and the beſt Religion, and am reſolved 
therefore, by God's Grace, never to forſake it; and if 
you lov'd your own Soul above your worldly" Intereſt, 
you would embrace it alſo; which I heartily pray you 
may, and fo bid you. Farewel, - N 
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The PREFACE. 


„ Hough the late Writers for the Religion of 
„ | _ Rome, have manifeſtly declined to try the 
Wb Points in difference-by Antiquity, even 
5 when our ſide offered to ſtand tothe Iſſue of that Tri- 
4: yet their Miſſionaries do ftill in their private 
application to ſuch as have not time, or ability to read 
the Fathers, confidently affirm, that all the Anci- 
1 I; ent Councils and Primitive Doctors are on their 
de. This bold aſſertion hath been ſufficiently con- 
uted, by many large and learned Ti reatiſes, and is 


oi 


|: Pray” a; * by _ Gs fo many 
* ; ſpuricus, 


% © 

rious, and corrupting ſo many genuine Tratts of 
the boly Fathers, by their. rejegting ſo many Coun- 
cils and parts of Councils, (/ome of which were for- | 
merly approved and owned by their own Lopes) by 1 
heir Index Expurgatorius, and by Baronius him- 
ſelf, one balf of whoſe Voluminous Hiſtory is mani: 
fejtly ſpent in warding off the blows, which the doc- 
trine and practice of Antiquity gives to the opinions | 
and uſages of his beloved Church : yet ſince thoſeavho |} 
are — in danger to be miſled by their * own reve= | | 
rence for the Venerable name of Antiquity, and'tbeſe 


1 


mens arrogant. claims to it, are not likely to read al! 

theſe things ; hope it may be ſerviceable to them io ſe 

leF a few of the plaineſt Inſtances, and put ibem ine 

a little room, and ſo without much labour, they may | 
diſcern the preſent Religion of the Roman Church, 
„bs quite different from that profeſs'd by the Primitive | 
ages: and if it do but put ſuch as are attacked upon | 

a ſerious inquiring of their own Guides (many of © \ | 

_ which are very Skilful in theſe ancient Writers) my * 1 
are ſafe; becauſe the only advantage of ſuch as 4 
aſſaull them, is ben men take their bare words, 
and believe their general brags, without inquiring i- 
to particulars: wherefore I ſhall defire ſuch ſeriouſly - | 
to read this little Traft, and as the former did ſhew 
the holy Scriptures were oppoſite to them, ſo this wil! 
make it evident, that Councils and Fathers, and 
Church Hiſtory are againſt them in thoſe points: | } 
So that, if Genuine Antiquity may be Fudge, theirs | | 
i the New, and ours the old Religion. 


Le 


ſenſe * in all thiſe paints, 


OPER 


DIALOGUE 


Between 


AProTesTanT MINISTE R and 


one of his PARISHION ERS, who 


had been NR by a as, if 
—— 


* PARISHIONER. 
(IR, 7 come to ac quaint you, that alibo' by the good 
Infirufttens I had received from you, I was eng- 

bled to er all thoſe plaufible Arguments taken 

" from Scripture, by which the Romiſh Prieſt en- 
8 to draw me from my Religion, yet he had the 
Confidence to ſet upon me again, and without urging any 
thing further out of God's Ward, be began to tell me, that 
Ancient Fathers and Councils were the beſt Interpreters 


5 


of Scripture, and that they all determined on their fide as 


#0 all the points diſcourſed of between us. I defired him 


to make this out to you, who were able to judge of his Au- 


thorities ; but this he declined, on pretence it was my in- 
formation only which he defined, and therefore be was 


raſolved to go on with his Diſcourſe : But ſeeing I have 


little Skill in Antiquity, and found no great reaſon before 
to rely on his Integrity, I reſolved to give an account 10 
you (who are the Guide of my Soul) of the Subſtance if 
what he ſaid, and to requeſt you to inform me-what is t 


Prot, 


J , VS ®% 


— 
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Prot. Min. I ſhall freely comply with your Deſire, 


and do exceedingly commend your Prudence, that you 


would not truſt the partial Relation of one Side only, 
in a Matter wherein your Soul was concerned, nor go 
off from the Church in which you were baptized (as 
too many do) without ever conſulting with us, Who 
are your Spiritual Guides, and can eaſily ſhew you 
the Falſhood of theſe Pretences. Antiquity indeed is 
a large Field, and I muſt be endleſs if I ſhould bring 
in all the Paſſages thereof which vindicate us, and 
condemn them; wherefore I will only give you a few 
of the plaineſt Proofs upon every Point, deſiring you to 
name them in Order, together with the Sum of his 
Pretences upon each Head. 2 


Pariſh. I Hall gratefully accept your kind Offer ; and ; 


I remember he firſt afſured me, the Holy Fathens did 
not make the Scriptures the ſole Rule of Faith. 

Prot. Min. J affirm the Fathers do (with us) make 
Scripture the ſole Rule of Faith, and therefore ſay, 
The holy and divine Scriptures are of themſelves abun- 
dantly ſufficient for declaring the Truth *. In thoſe 
Things which are plainly laid down in holy Scripture, 
are found all that relates to Faith or Manners d. The 
Scriptures fix the Rule of our Dottrine*. They are 
the exact Ballance and Rule 4. In the divine and holy 
Myfteries of Faith, not the leaſt Thing muſt be taught 
without holy Writ agree to it?. And therefore Cen- 
ſtantine deſired the Biſhops in the Council of Nice, 
To ſeek for a Solution of all their Doubts from the 
divinely inſpired ' Scriptures *, And in all eminent 
Councils afterwards, The holy Goſpels were placed on a 
Throne, repreſenting Chrift the Head of the _— 

es” C. 2" of 


2 Athan. orat. con. Idol. 
d Aug. de doct. Chriſt. I. 2. c. . 
© Idem de bon. vid. c. 1. 
_ © Chryſoft. Hom. 13. in 2. ad Corinth. 
< CS. Is. 
* Conſtantin, Epiſt, ap. Binium. T. 1. p. 309. 
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and directing the Biſhops to judge righteous Fudgment®: 
And therefore all antient Councils and Fathers cite 
Places of Scripture to confute Hereticks and confirm 


the Truth. 


Pariſh. The -Prigft ſaith, he doth not deny but they 


pate reverently of Scripture, but then he affirms they 


ſpake of Traditions alſo, and gave as much Regard 15 
them as to holy Scripture, = 1811 
Prot. Min. The Fathers cite Traditions for the 


moſt Part only in Caſe of Rites and Ceremonies, and 


Matters of Diſcipline, but very rarely in Matters of 
Faithh. And if they did cite any Traditions in that 
Caſe, they were written Teſtimonies of the preceding 
Doctors, of which the antient Councils are full, and 
they received theſe Traditions, Firſt, becauſe they 
were agreeable to Scriptures. And Secondly, becauſe 
they were not the Senſe of one Perſon, or one Church, 


but were taught and believed always, every where, and 


by allk. And therefore they call it Ob/tinacy and Pre- 


ſumption to prefer human Tradition Before God's Law): 


And bid the People /toutly reſiſi thoſe who rejected 
God's Commandments to eſtabliſh their non Traditions m; 
affirming, the Sword of God would deftiroy that whith 
Mien feigned under the Name of Apoſtolical Tradition, 
without the Authority and Teſtimony of Scripture”, 
Obſerving, that when Hereticks were reproved by 
Scripture, they rejected their Authority, faying, 
None could find out the Truth except they knew the 
Apoftles Traditions as well as their Writings ®, = 


Cyril. Apol. ad Theodoſ. de 8 Epheſ. 
* Tertul.- de Cormil. cap. 4. Baſil. de Spir. Sanct. cap. 

25. Aug. ep. 118. £2 
i Cypr. Ep. 63. ad Czcilianum. 
x, Vincent. Lirin. contr. her. cap. 3. 
1 Cypr. ad Pomp. ep. 7. Eo 
= Ad Plebem ep. 40. 

n Hieron. in Aggz. Proph. cap. 1. 

* Irenzus adv. Hate. L409. 


_ tended in a Matter of Faith without Scripture, was in 


Image- worſhip, above 700 Years after Chrift 4, 


them contrary to Scripture, and nmv I perceive the Fa- 


4 Romisn PRIEST, Anſwered, 51 
the Manichees pretending they had ſome Apoſtolical 
Traditions differing from their Writings, St Auguſtin 
ſaid, This did ſuppoſe the Apoſtles were ill Men, to 
ſpeak ane Thing and 1write another v. And the firſt 
Time that ever I can remember Tradition was pre- 


that ignorant and corrupt Council, - which ſet up 


Pariſh. Sir, M hen I laft diſcourſed this Gentleman, 
I then ſhewed him that their Traditions were many of 


thers, for that very Reaſon, would have rejected them 
as well as we. But he told me, I was miſtaken in 
that ; for the Fathers valued the Traditions of the 
Church aboue the Scripture ; and that & Auguſtin 
ſaid, He would not have believed the Goſpel, but that 
he was moved by the Authority of the Catholic 
Church r. | | | 

Prot. Min. There is ſuch a Saying in St Augu/tim, 
but they apply it falſely when they gather from thence, 
that the Traditions of any one particular Church (as 
that of Rome is) are to be valued equal to the Scrip - 
ture: For even Pop1þ Authors ſay, that St Auguftin | 
here takes the Church for the Primitive Congregation of 
the Faithful, which ſaw and heard Chriſt, and were 
his IVitneſſes*: And that He is to be undenſtood of the 
Catholic Church, which was from the Beginning of 
Chriſtianity, according to the Succeſſion. of Biſhops even 
till now, taking in the Apoſtles themſelves. And be- 
ſides, to bear Witneſs to a Book that it is God's 
Word, as the Church doth, gives the Church no Au- 
thority over that Book, to alter or contradict it, no 
more than the Witneſſes of my Father's Will can al- 


2 8 


p Aug. contra adverſar. Leg. & Proph. 1. 2. c. 1. 
2 Concil. Niczn. 2. Bin. Tom. 3, par. 1. p. 700. 
r Aug. contr. ep. Fund. c. 5. | 53 

Jo. Gerſon de Vit. Spirit. Lea. 2. 

t Driedo de Ecel. Scrip. & Dogm. I. 4. c. 4. 
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ter what he there ſet down. Hence, a zealous No. 
maniſt faith, He cannot approve of their Pride, who, 
[:'' by Reaſon of this Saying of St Auguſtin, would have 


Policies; but it is contrary to the Practice of the an- 
cient Church: For the Old Teſtament was tranſlated 
into Greek, and the New writ in that Language, be- 
cauſe it was then the moſt common Language, and be- 
cauſe theGentiles ſhould not plead they could not underſtand 
it x. Moreover (that the common People of all Na- 
tions might read it) as ſoon as any Country was con- 
verted, the Scripture was turned into that Language: 
-So Ulfilas tranſlated it into Gothic v, and Bede the 
Goſpel into Saxon x. Hence came the Æthiopicb , 
Arabic, Perſian, Syriact, and other Verſions of 
Holy Writ v: Yea the Bible was firſt put into Latin 
that the common People of Rome might read it : And 
i accordingly, the Fathers exhort Laymen to read the 
Holy Scripture, and commend them for ſo doing; 
Hear me, O ye Laymen, ſaith St Chryſaſtom, J ex- 
Hort ꝓe all to procure for yourſelves Bibles, which 


are 


I” the Fathers Decrees to be of more Authority, Honour 
T HI A . . * 
and Weight, than the Authority of the Scripture, which, 
faith he, is as fooliſh as to pretend Philip was greater 
than Chrift, becauſe he brought Nathanael to Chriſt u. 
1H Pariſh. He further ſaid, you breed nothing but Dif- 
bl ferences and Diviſions among your People, by letting 
bil hem read the Scripture ; it were better for them ts 
tate their Faith upon the Church's Authority, as they did 
_ fold. „ 
\ Prot. Min. This is one of their modern Roman 


» Tho. Waldenſ. Poctri. I. 2. c. 21. 
X Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. x. 
y Iſidor. Chronol. | | 
* Gul. Malmſ. I. 1. c. 3. 5 . 
2 Ludolf. Hiſt. Abaſſ. 1. 3. c. 4. „„ 
d Præfat. ad Bibl. Polyglot. „ 
Aug. de Temp. Ser. 5 5. Sidon. Apol. I. 4. Ep. 9. 
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are the Medicines for your Souls; adviſing them, 
Not only to hear it at Church, but to read it diligently 
at Home Yea, they require, that Women ſhall 
daily read the Scripture f, and teach their little Chil- 
dren alſo ſo to dos; wherefore, they difown that 
unlawful Policy of theirs, to take away a Thing 
which God commands, merely becauſe ſome make 
an ill Uſe of it. . 

Pariſh. But he told me, the Liberty of reading ſig- 
nifies little, fince the People of old were not allowed | 
to judge of the Senſe of Scripture ; for the Ancients 
held, That the Church was the ſole Interpreter of 
Scripture. | 8 12 | 

Prot. Min. I know none that ever hindred the 
People then from underſtanding the Scripture as well 


as they could; indeed the Ancients adviſe them, in dit- 
ficult Places to conſult their Paſtors ; but thoſe Paſtors 


had no Liberty to interpret any Scripture contrary to 


right Reaſon, or to another Text, or to the Analogy 
of Faith. Pope Innocent (without excepting himſelf 
or his See) ſaith, It is lawful for no Man to inter- 


pret Scripture otherwiſe than right Reaſon permits h. 


And another Pope affirms, That thoſe Things which 
were delivered by the Apoſtles could neither be augmented 


er diminiſhed by him i. And when the Fathers met in 


Councils, they produced Scripture for their ſeveral | 
Opinions, and for a long Time weighed the Teſtimonies | 
with a wholſome Moderation* And they did not 
produce the Senſe of any one Church, but cited the 
written Teſtimonies of all preceding Fathers concern- 
ing the Meaning of any diſputable Texts, which ſo 5 

0 „ 2 Ce proved 


4 Chryſoſtom. Hom. in Coloſſ. 9. 

© Idem Hom. 29. in libr. Gene. 6 

* Hieron. ad Demetr. Ep. 8. & ad Furiam. Ep, 10. 
s Idem ad Lztam. Ep. 7. | | 

n Innocent. prim. Ep. 23. 

: Epiſt. Pap. Celeſt. in Concilio Epheſin, 

* Cyprian, ad Anton, Ep. 52. 
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proved their Expoſition to be according to the Senſe 
of the whole Catholick Church. | 


Pariſh. You have now granted that the Ae it 


ab, xpounded according to the Senſe of the Catholick 


| Church ;, and he ſaith, it is plain the Ancients took the 


| Roman Church to be the Cathalick Church. 

| Prot. Min, The Ancients took the Church of 
Rome for a particular Church, and other Biſhops call'd 
the Biſhop of Rome, Brother and Fellow- Miniſter l. 
| The firſt general Council limits his Juriſdiction to 
the Suburbicarian Regions, which did not include all 
| /taly®; and the ſupreme. Power i in Italy was in St 
| Ambroſe as well as Damaſus n. Yea the Pope is called 
by the Ancients, The Biſhop of one City o; and an 
i 4 rican Council did Fauna he ſhould not be called 
the Univerſal Biſhop®. He was of old but one of the 
q F. ive Patriarchs; and when he took the Title of Uni- 
verſal Biſhop, the Biſhops of Conſtantinople, Alexan- 


adria, &c. took the ſame Title. Indeed when the R- 


j man Biſhop was Orthodox, Nome was counted a Ca- 
- tholick Church And ſo when the Biſhop of Antioch 
was Orthodox, ſuch as communicated with him were 


E faid to communicate with the Catholic Church %. And 


the Emperor faith of Feru/alem, That all reſpected 
that Church as the Mother of Chriftianity, fo that 
none dared to feparate themſelves from it* : 80 alſo 
the Biſhop of Rome's Faith is ſometimes commended, 
| becauſe it agreed with the Faith of the Biſhop of 
Alexandria f. And the Pope, _ bis Election, 
ö 1 | * 
E: 14 Cypr. in  Epiſt. ad Corel & 4 Stephan. 

m Concil. Niczn. Can. 6. & Bevereg. Not. ibid. 

n Sulpitius Sever. p. 424. 


© Hieron. Catal. Script. & Polycarp. & adverſ, Vigil 
P. 162. Optat. Milev. I. 1. p. 37. 

h Bin. Tom. 1. p. 584. 

4 Monument, Eccleſ. Græc. per Cotel. Tom. 11. p. 361. 
r Juſtin. Epiſt. ad Papam Hormild, Bin. Tom. Th per: 1. 
Baron. Annal. An. 454. 


ee De „ nec. reren Ger 


D.. 


uſed, like other Biſhops, to write to all his Neigh- 
hours, to certify them of his holding the true 
Faith © ; and he owned himſelf obliged to keep the 
Canons, ſaying, The Authority of his See could neither 
alter nor contradie the Statutes of the Holy Fathers. 


And if this abſurd Notion of the Roman Church's 


Senſe being the Senſe of the Catholick Church, had 
been believed of old, there had been no Need for the 
Emperor and Biſhops to have been at ſo much Charge 
and Trouble to call and meet in General Councils; for 


it had been no more but writing to Rome, and there 
they might have had the Senſe of the Catholick Church; 


but thoſe forging Monks, who (as one of their own 
late Authors tells us) have corrupted ancient Books, 
could not find the Word Roman Catholick Church, 
and ſo impudently. put it. into the printed Epiſtles of 
the Popes of the fourth and fifth Centuries ; fo that 


wherever there were theſe Words, Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Church, they have now made it Roman- 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Church *; which Forgery 


would not have been needful, if Antiquity had be- 
lieved (as they without any Ground affirm) That the 
Roman was the Catholick Church, e 


Pariſh. He tells me, you love to diſparage their 
Church; but ſaith, if you fo pleaſed; you might bring 
in as many Proofs ont of Antiquity, that the Biſhop of” 
Rome was counted Succeſſor to. &t Peter, who was 


ſuperior. ta all the Apo s, and. Chriſt's ſols Vicar- 


upon Earth. | | 


Prot. Min, Tt is not much for their Church's Cre- ; 
dit, that barely relating Paſſages of Antiquity ſhould / 


be to diſparage her; but pray, Sir, let me give you 


the Senſe of the Antients about St Peter's Supremacy, . 


for which there is not the leaſt Ground in Scripture, 


r Decret, Epiſt. paſſim. | 
* Epiſt. Zozimi Bin. Tom. p. 718. 


* Annot, in Canones pgenitent.. Theodori, p. 99, & 107. 
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\ e — _ * 
A key 3 
2 


J 
— * 


r 


1 
* 
" 
1 
* 
{ 
1 + 
* 
TY 
5 
< WW 
= 
.- 
7 
5 
* 
* 
<A 
Bd» 
by”. 
1/22 
* 
5 
„ 
Eon 
So 
* 
LY 
$7 
be? 
*L 
4 
. 
by, 
4:4 
'# 
ws 
1 
= 
"ad * 
„ 
fy 
bs. 
1 
5 
2 ; 
u. 


C4 5 


| pn», 
. * r 
LES r RX * , SV 
* * 1 


F 


ar 
SI ana, Sid ee 


* 
2 


1 
3 


r 


n 


S Ei rut cr OS I's 


Dr Ag oy De per © ae OY OC EEE TEE PRC 1 
6666 ei ew 


—— — 


r EW 


- 

G3 
4 
1 


Eccleſ. I. 1. c. 2. | 85 


56 The PLAusIBIE ARGUMENTS of 
as you told him; and I aſſure you there is as little 
Ground for it in Antiquity ; for the Fathers ſay, The 
other Apoſtles were what Peter was, and endowed with 
equal Shares of Honour and Power y; and that St 
Paul compareth himſelf not only to the other Apoſtles, 
but to the chief of them, ſhewing that every one of them had 
equal Power, The whole World was intruſted with 
them all in common . The Strength of the Church 
is equally ſettled on them all“: Yea, a Cardinal of 
their own, being convinced by this Evidence, declares, 
It is truly affirmed, that all the Apoſtles were equal 
to Peter in Pawer ©: And though ſome of the Fathers 
do ſpeak great Things rhetorically of St Peter, they 
ſay as great Things elſewhere of other Apoſtles ; and 
the moſt they give him is but a Primacy of Order, 
not of Juriſdiction z whence St Hierom ſaith, 4 
Plato was the Prince of the Philoſophers, ſo was Peter 
of the Apoſtles *: for none can imagine Plato had any 


Power over the reſt of the Philoſophers. The beſt 


Authority for this pretended Supremacy, are certain 


Decretal Epiſtles in the Name of the old Popes, for 


near four hundred Years together, which the learned 
Romanifts confeſs to have been forged by a later Wri- 


-ter® ; and theſe Epiſtles do every where moſt nau- 


ſeate and flatter the Roman Church with this Supre- 
macy, of which there is nothing in genuine Anti- 
quity : Beſides, though there be good Evidence that St 


Peter was Biſhop of Antioch *, yet ſome of their own 


Authors 


y Cypr. de Unitate Eccleſiæ. Iſidor. de Offic. I. 2. c. 25. 

* Chryſoſt. in Gal. cap. 2. ver. 8. 

* Idem Tom. VIII. p. 115. þ 

d Hieron. te 104. EM 

© Cuſan. de Concord. Cath. I. 2.c. 13. 

d Hieron. dial. adv. Pelag. I. 1. | | 

e Cufan. de Concord. Cathol. 1.2.c.34. Jo. de Turrecrem. 
de Eccleſ. I. 2. c. 101. Jo. de Driedo de Dogm. & Scrip. 


# Theodoret, Hit. I. 5. c. 6. & Epiſt 86. 


J ͤ³ NEAT as „ 


others cannot agree about the Time h; ſo that it is 
not very certain he ever was Biſhop of Ros But if 


«e the Seat, but he who embraces the Doctrine, and 


all Caſes; and he always called, and prefided in all 


2 Romisn PRIEST, Auſtwered. 57 
Authors have denied his ever being at Rome s; and 


he were, he could not give the ſucceeding Biſhops 
of that City any more Power than he himſelf had, 
which was at moſt but a Primacy of Order; and 
what Privileges that See might have from St Peter, 
it can hold no longer than that Biſhop keeps to 
the truly Apoſtolical Faith : * For he hath not 
« Peter's Inheritance, who inherits not Peter's 
« Faith i, and a Succeſſion in Piety is the true Suc- 
« ceſſion *; for he is not Apoſtolical who holds 
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« doth the Duty of an Apoſtle ; for the Scribes and 
« Phariſees ſat in Moeſess Chair!“ . And for this 
Reaſon, all Orthodox Biſhops were called St Peter's 
Vicegerents , and Succeſſors to the Apoſtles. 

Pariſh, However, he afſerts that there is nothing 
plainer in Eccleſiaſtical Story, than that all the Bi- 
hops of the World have in all Ages owned the Pope 
to be the ſupreme Biſhop, and have appealed to him in 
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great Councils, and confirmed their Deercer. 
Prot. Min. There are innumerable Inſtances in the 
Church Hiſtory to coufute this Aſſertion; for there 
we find, That Peter, James, and John, though 
Chrift preferred them before all others, did not chal- 
lenge the Primacy to themſelves, but choſe James the 
Juſt Biſhop of the Apoſtles u: and accordingly: the 
AY of 7 N in the firſt great Coun- | 
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8 e An. I. 2. p. 89. 
h Scalig. in Euſeb. p. 189. Valeſ. in Euſeb L xe; 16 
: Ambr. de Pœn. I. 1. c. 6. 

Greg. Naz. Encom. in Athanaſ. 

1 Claud. Taurin. ap. Wolph. Mem. Lect. Tom. I. P. 213 D 
m Capitularia, 1. 1. 0. 163. | 

> Euſeb. J. 2. 0. 1. 
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eil there . The African Biſhops did ſynodically ex- 
communicate the Pope , and the Oriental Church 
ſtruck the Name of the Biſhop of Rome out of their 
Diptychs a. St Hilary anathematizes Pope Liberius x; 
which were odd Proceedings, if they thought him 
their Sovereign : But in thoſe Days, every Biſhop had 
Power to adminiſter to his own Church as he pleaſed : 
and no Appeals were allowed then but only to their own 
Metropolitans, or the Synod of their own Province t: 
Yea, they expreſly forbid Appeals to Rome from 
Africa, and that in a folemn Council u. Tertullian 
refers only thoſe to go to Rome who lay near to 
Italy x. And the Occaſion that made ſo many Or- 
thodox Biſhops deſire to appeal to the Biſhop of Rome 


was, becauſe the great Biſhops of the Eaſt were then 


generally Arians. It is moſt evident, that two Biſhops 
of Rome long after that refuſed the proud and en- 
croaching Title of Univerſal, Biſhopy, But an ill Suc- 
ceflor of theirs ſoon after procured the bloody Uſur- 
per Phocas to appoint, That the Roman Apoſtolical 
Church fhould be the Head of all Churches * : But this 
uſurped Authority was always denied by the Eaſtern 
Churches, and tbe Biſhop of Alexandria ſtill uſes the 
Title of Univer/al Biſhop, and Fudge of the World". 


And in the eſt, the German Biſhops declared, 


That the Pope had no Power over them without their 


own 


Acta xv. e 
o Victor. Chro. an. 10. poſt. Conſul, Baſil. 
4 Coteler. Tom. II. p. 140, 148. 
4 Hilar. _—_— pf 5 
.Cypr. ad Steph. Papam. Ep. 72. 
0 Concll 5 — — «Vid. Bevereg. Annot. ibid. 
u Concil. Milev. cap. 22. Concil. Affric. can. 72. 
x Tertul. de præſcript. c. 36. 


y Pelag. 2. Decret. Ep. 8. Bin. Tom. II. par. 2. p. 258. 


Greg. Mag. I. 7. Ep. 30. | 
z Paul. Warnefrid. de Geſt. Largobard. 
Caſaub. Exercit. in Baron. 16., 
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own Conſent >; yea, their own Authors confeſs 
the Roman Biſhop had but a limited Juriſdiction of 


a Romtsn PRIEST; Anſwered. 59 


old; and Pope Paſchal once pretended to no more 


allowed him. And we find other Biſhops did ſome- 


than Juriſdiction over Europe only, as Succeſſor to 
Peter and Paul; yet even that was more than was 


times do thoſe Things which the Roman Biſhop doth 
now challenge for his Peculiar. Cyril of Alexandria 
once had the Primacy of acting in Matters of Faith © ; 
and an Eaſtern Council in a Matter of Faith appealed - 
to Proclus Biſhop of Canſtantinople f: Nor did the 


Pope ſend any Pall to the Biſhop of Alexandria, but the 
Succeſſor took it off from his Predeceſſor's Neck after he 


been unanſwerably proved, that the Emperors always 
called them h, and the Popes have owned it i; yea, it 


was dead s. And as for General Councils, it hath 


was a Cardinal who ſaid, Ia the firſt eight Councils 


the Emperor and his Officers always preſided *, The 


Emperor called a Council in Rome itſelf', The ſe- 
cond General Council was held againſt Damaſus's 


Mind m. And not only the Emperors as Preſidents, 
confirmed the Decrees of General Councils 2, but 
Kings confirmed the Canons of their own National 


Councils e, as may be ſeen in the Councils at Toledo, 


and in divers of our Engliſh Synods. Speim. Concil. K 
Pariſh. . | 


Tom. 1. Florent. Wigarn. Anno 1127, 
| 6 


d Aven. Ann. I. 7. Ep. Ger. | 
© De Marca de Concord. I. 1. c. 3.4 12. | 
d Paſchalis Epiſt. ad Eadmerum, 1. 5. = 
© Liberati breviar. cap. 4. 
f Ibid. p. 282. 
R 
n Reſp. ad Matth. Tort. p. 164, & 546. 
* Barrow's Supremacy, P. 275. K Leon. Epiſt. 9. 
2 Cuſan. de Concord. I. 3. c. 16. sf 
m Hieron. ad Euſtoch. Epiſt. 27. | 
n Baron. Anno 553. Num. 2. | 
o Juſtin, Novel. 13 1. c. 1. Baluzi Not. in Cap. Tom, II. 
P. 1200. : 
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three General Councils ſucceſſively u. 
theſe Councils profeſs they Anathematized him by the 


co The PlAusIBLIE ARGUMENTS of 
Pariſh. He proceeded to inform me, that divers Bi- 


ſhops proved their Faith Orthodox, becauſe they agreed 


with the Faith of the Roman Church, which ſhews 
they believed its Determinations in Matters of Faith 
to bo infallible, and took it for a Guide * . not 
„ 

Prot. Min. This was only when there was an Or- 
thodox Biſhop at Rome, then it was a Sign of being 
Orthodox, to hold Communion with him; and ſo it 
was in Cyris Time at Alexandria, and at Antioch, 
when Flavianus was there; but no Man thought 
for that Reaſon either of theſe Churches to be infal- 
lible. St Cyprian could not think the Pope infallible, 
when he calls him, Erroneous, 4 Favourer of He- 
reticks, and a falſe Apoſtle ; nor he who faid, 
„ Thoſe at Rome had not kept Things as they were de- 


„ livered to them at firſt a;” nor he who complained 


very early, That the Pope had exceeded the Bounds 
* of a Biſhop r.“ There was one Pope who approved 
the Fandtical Propheſies of Montanus . Liberius 


agreed with the Arians in all Things** Honorius 


is condemned by Name for a Monothelite Heretick, in 
And one of 


Holy. Ghoſt x. ohn XXII maintained heretical 
Opinions 7; and; the Council of Baſil faith, ©* Pope 


_ Eugenius was a pertinacious Heretick, deviating 
| from 


y Cypr. Ep. 74. 

« Ibid. Ep. 75. 

r Socrat. Hiſt. I. 7. c. 11. 

1 Tertul. adv. Praxeam, I. 1. 

* Platina, p. 50. Baron. An. 8 

v Viz. vi, 70 viii Concil. 3 

x Concil. Niczn. 2 Bin. Tom. 3. p. 1. p. „ 
y Chron. Wil. Thorn. col. 2067. 


(e from the Faith. The Greek Church, for many 


that Canon ſuppoſes the Pope is not infallible, which 


Tom. 2. par. 1. p. 


2 Romisn PRIEST, Anſwered. 6r 


Years, refuſed to communicate with the Roman, 
ſuſpecting it was infected with the Sabellian Hereſy : 
And the fifth General Council decreed Things in Mat- 
ters of Faith, eontrary to the Determination of Pope 
Vigilius, in a private Council of his own®: And 


faith, No Man may judge him unleſs he be found to err 
from the Faith © ; yea, there are divers learned Ro- 
maniſts, who confeſs the Pope is not infallible, and 
bring both Arguments and Examples to prove it 4; 
and one plainly affirms, © He may err in Matters of 
„ Faith©:” Yea, the Biſhops of Germany call the 
Roman Church Babylon, affirming, ** That ſhe falſly 
ee brags ſhe never did nor can err, An. 866.“ And 
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none who holds the preſent Doctrines of Rome, can 3 
deny that ſuch Popes were erroneous, who condemn 
the preſent Opinions of the Roman Church: And 


b Þ * 5, 2 2 ay OE - 1 
2 in 


then what will become of the Infallibility of Pope 
Leo and Gelaſius, who both declare againſt receiving 
the Sacrament only in one Kinds? And how could 
the ſame Gelaſius be infallible, when he affirmed, 
„ The Subſtance of the Bread and Wine remain even 
e after the Conſecration >?” Or was Gregory the Great 
an unerring Guide when he taught, Images were 
only to be retained for Helps to Memory, but not 
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2 Concil. Baſil. Seſſ. 34. 
2 Bin. Concil. Tom. 2. par. 1. p. 659. 
D Crakenth. Vigil. Dormitans, cap. 5. 
c Grattan. diſt. 4. cap. fi Papa. 7 "of 
4 Theod. à Niem. I. 3. c. 6. Roger Widrington, Tom. 
2. P. 325» 332, 333. Fo 9 
© Alphonſ. 3 Caſtro adv. hær. I. 1. c. 4. 
F Ep. ad Pap. Nicol. Aventini, lib, 4. | i 
Leo Mag. Scr. 4. in Quadrag. & Gelafius, ap. Bin. 


465. 
E Gelaſ. lib, contr. Eutich. 
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62. The PlAUSsSIBLE ARGUMENTS of 


& tobe adored i?” And when he taught, ©. The Book 
of the Maccabees was not Canonical Scripture * ?” 


Which is Evidence ſufficient to prove, That neither 
the Pope, nor Roman Church, are infallible. And 


the Matter will not be mended by pretending the 


Pope in Council is infallible; becauſe we cannot hope 
for any free General Council now: And the Pope, 


according to them, is the higheſt and laſt Interpreter 
of all the Decrees of Councils, and ſo may be de- 


ceived in his Expoſitions, and miſlead thoſe who rely 


on bim: But doubtleſs the Sy nod of Francfort did not 
think Pope Adrian, and his ſeventh General Council at 
Nice, to be infallible; if they had, they would never 


have condemned the Doctrine there eftabliſhed. 
Pariſh. I always thought this Pretence 0 Infallibi- 


lity à manifeſt Cover for Doctrines which they know 


they cannot prove by ſound Reaſon 5 and to ſecure 


Li their People from enquiring too particularly into them, 
they ſay it is enough for them to believe as the Church 


believes; and that this is no more than is neceſſary, 


to prevent all Diſputes. And he tells me, of old, 
when the Church had once determined any Paint, 


the People were to acquieſce, and diſpute no more. 


Prot. Min. It is neither neceſſary nor poſſible there 
| ſhould be no Diſputes, any more than no Offences, 
among Chriſtians. Our Lord faith, Offences will 


come i; and St Paul faith, There muſt be Hereſies m. 


and if there had been, or now is, a certain Remedy 


Roman is, highly. to blame not to uſe it ; But the 


3 Greg. Mag. I. 7. p. 109.. 
* Tdem in Job I. 19. c. 13. 

1 Matt. xvill. 7. ; 

m 1 Cor. xi. 19. 


There hath been no Age, nor eminent Church, ſince 
the Apoſtles Time, in which there hath not been 
Diſputes; there are ſome in the Roman Church now; 


for them, the ancient Church was, and the preſent 


Pri- 


2 Romisn PRIEST, Anfeered. 63 


Primitive Ages did not promote Ignorance to preſerve 
Unity, nor require an implicite Faith to prevent Va- 
riety of Opinions. The great Pains they took to 
catechiſe the Adult before Baptiſm, and Children at- 
ter it ; the many Places: of Scripture, and clear Ar- 
guments which the Councils brought to make out 
every particular Article which they determined, do 
ſhew, they did not think it ſufficient for the People 
to believe in the Lump all that the Church believed, 
*. without any Reaſon given to them. St Hierom asks 
* a Heretick, Why he believed ſuch a Doctrine? He 
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replied, He was told it was true by him that baptized 

him: The Father anſwered him, That if an Arian had 
baptized him, ſurely he would not have thought him- 

| ſelf bound to believe all he had faid ; and ſmartly as ks 
| him, 4* What ſtrange Folly (faith he) is this, to 
« believe that which you do not underſtand n?“ 
They gave then no more Deference to the preſent 
Doctors, than St Auguſtine did to the ancient ones, of 

whom he ſaith, ** When I read them, though they 

«© be never fo holy and learned, I do not believe 

«© them becauſe they ſay ſo, but becauſe they per- 

„ fuade me the Things are true by Canonical Au- 

6e thors and probable Reaſons *®.” The People indeed 

did acquieſce when the Church had determined any 

Points in a full and free Council, but not till they © 

had heen taught the Reaſons and Texts of Scripture 

on which they built their Determinations, And 
this was the Original of publiſhing the Acts of Coun- 
cils, and cf writing Synodical Epiſtles to abſent and 
eminent Churches: for they were ſo far from think- 

ing Ignorance the Mother of Devotion, that they de- 
clared, „ It was the Mother of all Errors v; and 
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a Hieron. adverſ, Lucifer. Dialog. Tom. 1, p. 189. 
* Auguſtin, Ep. ad Hieron. 
? Concil, Toletan. 4. Can. 25. 
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* Lactant. Inſtit. I. 2. c. 19. 


64 The PLausiBLE ARGUMENTS of 
had two very bad Daughters, Miſtating and Doubi- 
ce — 1 
Pariſh. I hatever become of theſe general Things, he 
confidently avers, that the Roman Church's Do#rine 
is all ſo certainly true, that you cannot ſhew any 
one Point wherein ſhe hath altered the primitive Opi- 
nions and Practices: And to begin with the YVeneratin 
F Images, he ſaith, that it is a Practice which (we 
are told by the Seventh General Council) had always 
been in the Chriſtian Church from the Time of Chriſt 
and his Holy Apoſtles. 
Prot. Min. That pretended General Council indeed 
doth affirm this, but cannot prove it, otherwiſe than 
by citing a few Teſtimonies (the ancienteſt of which 
are above 300 Years after Chriſt) of ſome Pictures 
uſed in adorning Churches; but the Adoration of 
them they cannot make out, ſaving by fabulous Le- 
gends, and Authors living but a little before their 
own Time: And we can make it appear, that the- 
Chriſtians “ had no Images in their Churches in the 


„ Emperor Severus's Time*, nor in the Time of 


« Diocleſian *.” It was not the Catholic Chrifti- 
ans, but the Carpocratian Hereticks who made, and 
privately worſhipped the Images of Chriſt and St 


Paul t, but the Orthodox . gave no Honour to 
„Images, for fear of complying with the Vulgar, 
« and making them think there was ſome Kind of 


% Divinity in them ®:” Yea they declared, There 
4 could be no Religion where there was any Image *.“ 


Picture 


And when Epiphanius found a painted Veil with the 


4 D. Bernard. in Cant. Serm. 17. 
1 El. Lamprid. vit. Severi, cap. 43. 
C Baluz. Miſc. Tom. 11. p. 374. 
t Iren. adv. Hr. I. 1. c. 2. Aug. in Pfal. 113. Damaſc. 


| | de Hzref. ap. Coteler. Tom. I. p. 287. 


u Orig. in Celſum, lib. 7. 
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picture of Chriſt or ſome Saint upon it in a Church, 
he tore it, and forbad the Uſe of ſuch Pictures v. The 
ancient Doctors tell us, They deſerved to err 
«© who ſought for Chriſt and his Apoſtles on painted 
« Walls, and not in their holy Writings . That 


the Chriſtians enjoyed the Preſence of the Saints in 


« their Diſcourſes, not having the Images of their 
«© Bodies, but their Souls, for their Sayings are the 
« Images of their Minds.“ We care not, (faith 
« another) to paint the Bodily Shapes of the Saints 
« with Colours on Tablets, for we uſe not thoſe 
« Things, our Care being to imitate their vertuous 
& Converſation Þ:” Beſides, when the Fathers re- 
proved the Heathens for adoring Images, and they 
made the ſame Excuſes © which the Roman Church 


now doth, vis. That it was not the Image but the 
Thing repreſented which they worſhipped ; thoſe holy 


Doctors did reject this as no good Excuſe ©. 


Which it is clear, they themſelves did not then by 3 
Images adore the Things repreſented (as the Pa- 


piſts now do) becauſe it had been an impudent and 
ridiculous Thing to reject an Excuſe which they need- 
ed for their own Vindication. Euſebius ſpeaks of 


ſome new Converts who had Images of Peter, Paul, # 
and Chriſt, but adds it was after the Pagan Faſhion a, | 


And it was but ſome of the ignorant Multitude wha 
began to worſhip Pictures in St Auguſtines Time ©. 
Afterwards, when ſome zealous Biſhops defaced and 
broke ſuch Pictures and Images as the Vulgar ador'd, 


Pope 


7 Epiphan. 8 Hier. 5 

Aug. de Conſenſ. Evang. lib. 1. cap. 10. _ 

D. Chryſoſt. Cit. in Concil. Niczn. 2. P. 655. 
d Amphilocius ibid. p. 657 


c Laan. Inſt. I. 2. c. 2. JOY adv. Gent. lib. 6. Orig. i 


in Celſum, 1.7. Aug. in Pſal. 113. Conc, 2 
4 Euſeb. Hiſt. lib; 7. c. 8. 
Aug. de * Eccleſ. Cathol, . 2 
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Pope Gregory declared, < They might; retain the 
Images, but muſt teach the People not to adore 
« them *:” Commending ſuch as forbid Men to adote 


Images, which. (he faith) were placed in Churches 
not to be adored, but to inſtrut the Minds of the 


Ignorant®: So that the Synod of Nice contradicted 


the received Doctrine of the Church, in decreeing 


expreſly that Images ſhould be adored b: And the 
Roman Catechiſm is contrary to Pope Gregory, 
which ſaith, ** They are ſet in Churches that they 
may be worſhipped i; Beſides, the Decrees of that 


illiterate Aſſembly at Nice were ſo little valued, that 


they were ſoon after condemned in the Eaft *, and 
rejected by the Council of Francfort, and the Em- 
peror Charles in the Weſt ): They were alſo ſolidly 


eonfuted in that Age by Alcuinus n, by Claudius Tau- 


renenſis n, and by Agobardus, Archbiſhop of Lyons, 


in a peculiar Tract lately reprinted. by one of their 


own Church *: From which Authors the German 
and Gallican Churches refuſed to adore Images for: 
divers Centuries after, as their own. Caſſandra proves v. 
Vea, in the twelfth Century, the Monks of Sem- 


phringham in England decreed. They would have 


4 no ſuperfluous Carving or Painting in their Mo- 


c naſteries or Churches, for by minding-thoſe Things, 
«© the Proftt of divine Meditation, and the Seriouſ- 


« neſs of religious Diſcipline is often. neglected 4% 
3 1 „ 0” 
 f' Greg: Mag. lib. 7. Ep. 10g. 
S Ibid. I. 9. Ep. 9. | 
&. Concil. Niczn. 2. Act. 5, & 7. 
i Cat. Roman. p. 415. 
k Platin. vita Adrian. P. 121. 
1 Aventin. Annal. I. 4. 5 
m Hoveden, Ann. par. 1. p. 40g. 
= Wolhi Memor. Lect. Tom. 1. p. 215. 
© Agobardus de Imagin, $ 17. 
P Caſſand. Conſult. de Imag. p. 592. 
4 Monaſt, Ang. Tom. 2. p. 725, An. Nom. 1148. 
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| How then can this be either an ancient or a Cathalick 


Doctrine, which was not believed at all of old, and 
never was generally received by all Churches ? 


Pariſh. I am glad to find this ſcandalous Practice ef 


adoring Images is forbid by Antiquity. as tuell as Scrip- 
ture, and will defire you to paſs on to another Point; 


| that is, the Invocation of Angels and Saints; for he 


ſaith, he is ſure that is an ancient Practice. 


Prot. Min. Tis certain that to commemorate the 


Names of Saints and Martyrs, to praiſe God for 


them, and to make Orations to commend their Ex- 


amples to the Imitation of others, is very ancient; 
but all this Proteſtants do. But to call upon, or 
addreſs Prayers to any Angels or Saints, came not in 
till the Church began to incline to Superſtition. re- 
neus condemns the Invocation of Angels, ſay ing, 
% We muſt only pray: to the Lord of all, and uſe the 


« Name of Chriſt .“ We muſt not (faith another} 


&« adore Angels, as Gods; for all our Supplications, 
„Prayers, Interceſſions, and Thankſgivings, are to be 
© made to the Supreme God, by Him that is the 
« great High-Prieſt, and above all Angels; the living. 


« Word of God; adding, That it is not ra- 


e tional to call upon Angels; — and, That tg- 


„ worſhip God by Chriſt, doth ſufficiently oblige 


« them to ſerve usf.“ And when ſome in Phry- 


gia and Piſidia, afterwards were for worſhipping. 


Angels, The Council of Laodicea there forbid- 
„Men to pray to them.“ Which Canon was ſo 
plain againſt the Practice of the Reman Church, that 
one of their Authors changes the Word Angeles into 


| /ngulos * by a manifeſt Impoſture: But though their 


Church kneel and pray to Angels, the ancient Chri- 


* Irenze. adv. Hæreſ. I. 2.c. 57. 

Orig. in Celſ. I. 5. p. 233. 3 
© Theodoret. in 2 Coloſſ. Concil. Laodic. Can. 35. 
« Caranz, in Concil. Laod. PE. 
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& They 


ſtians declared, They neither gave divine Worſhip 
* to Angels, nor divided their Worſhip between God 
© and them; they 
«© than Men, but yet counted them their Fellow. 
„ Servants *,” „ The good Angels (ſay they) whoſe 
„Honour is in God, will have no Honour given to 
&« themy;” and therefore they neither worſhipped nor 
adored Angels, Archangels, Cherubims, nor Sera- 
phins*: And there was a Sort of Hereticks called 
Angelics in thoſe Days, becauſe they were inclined 10 
the worſhip of Angels *, which were rejected by the 
Catholick Church. And the Invocation of Saints is 
of the ſame Nature, being never uſed in the Primi- 
tive Church. They - affirm in an ancient Council, 
know of no other Mediator between God 


« and Man, but only Jeſus Chriſt®,” St John 


ſaid not, You have me, but Chriſt fer your Advocate ; 


he ſaid not, Ye have, but we have; for he had 13 · 
ther count himſelf among Sinners, that Chriſt might 
be his Advocate, than make himſelf an Advocate, and 
be condemned for his Pride ©. In this World we 
« may help each other with our Prayers and Advice, 
«© but when we come before God's Throne, neither 
% Noah, Fob, nor Daniel, can pray for any, be- 
& cauſe every Man muſt bear his own Burthen*; 


sc we need not uſe any Interceſſors to God as we 


&«& do to great Men, for He will grant any Thing 


“ ſooner upon our own Requeſt, than upon the Peti- 


tion of others ©.” Beſides, the moſt ancient F * 


'® Theodoret, Therap. Ser. 3. 
y Lactant. Inft. I. 2. c. 17. [1 5 
s Hieron. ad Ripar. Ep. 53. Tom. II. ita Auguſt, in Plal. 
34. Tom. VIII. | TE 
* Epiphan. Hzreſ. 60. Aug. Hæreſ. 3g. . 
bÞ Concil. Antioch. Bin. Tom. I. par. 2. 
„Aug. in 1 =p. Joh. cap. 2. ver. 1. 
6d Hieron. in Gal. 6 | 


© Chryſoſt, Hom. in Matt, apud Damaſ. parallel, lib. 2 


owned them to be more excellent 


their Relicks upon Earth. 


a Romisn PrIesT, Anſwered. 69 


did not believe the Souls of the Righteous did enjoy 
the Viſion of God, nor would be in full Poſſeſſion 
of the Glories of Heaven until the Time of the 
Reſurrection f: And therefore they could not pro- 
perly deſire them to pray to God for them, eſpe- 
cially ſince they alſo held, That even Saints de- 
e parted knew not what the Living do, no not their 
« own Children's Condition®.” And why ſhould 
they pray to them that could not hear them? There 
were indeed ſome rhetorical Flouriſhes in the fourth 
Century, that gave Encouragement to the Superſti- 
tion of After-ages : But it was many Years before 
Ora pro nobis got into the Church-Offices. It was 


in the eighth Century that one of their Popes faid, 


« He hoped by the Interceſſion of the Saints to be 
“ delivered from the preſſing Weight of his Sins h.“ 


And it was but of late that their Church adviſed 
Men © to pray to ſuch Saints as Thomas of Becket, 


© in Order to obtain the Remiſſion of their Sins i:“ 
For of old they did not believe the Saints could ob- 
tain ſuch Favours. The Saints (ſaith Pope Leo) 
do not give but receive Crowns; from their Cou- 
„rage we have Examples of Patience, not Gifts of 
«© Gtace K: Therefore the formal Addreſſes made 
to the Saints, and the great Expectations from their 
Interceſſions, are Effects of Superſtition, and never 


uſed by the Primitive Chriſtians. 


Pariſh. But J remember he ſpake much of the early 
Veneration which the Chriſtians paid to the Relicks of 
the Saints and Martyrs ; for i the Saints in Heaven 
could not have helped them, they would not have ador'd 


Prat, 


f Juſtin. Martyr, Irenæus, Tertul. &c. 

Aug. citat. in Gloſſ. interlin. Ifai. 63. 

n Epiſt. Paul. I. An. 758. Bin. Tom. 3. par. 1. 
Matt. Paris An. 1173. Rs 


„Leo Magn. ap. Caſſandr. Conſult. p. 589. . 
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clared the Mother of God by 
cil of Epheſus, and hath been adored by all Orthadi 


. Chriſtians ever ſince. 


i 
* GA 


70 The PLavs1BLe ARGUMENTS of 
Prot. Min. This is to prove one Falſhood by 
another; for, in the firſt Ages there was no Vene. 


ration paid to Relicks : We fee the Apoſtles took ng 


Care to preſerve the Wood of the Croſs, which was 


. pretended to be found on Mount Calvary three Hun- 


dred Years after, by Conſtantine's Mother. The firſt 


"Chriſtians buried St Stephen, and it was near four 


Hundred Years after that his Relicks were brought 
into the Neft, where never any fuch were ſeen be. 
fore; and then they firſt pretended to work Miracle; 
by them, greater than ever Chriſt did 1. In the Primi. 


tive Times, they derided the Heathens for thinking 


that Chriſtians would worſhip the dead Body of 2 
Martyr m. And when once the Pretence of theſe 
Relicks working Miracles had gotten Root, then the 


Fathers obſerve, That divers Cheats went up and 


down with feigned Relicks, and got Money by 
Thewing them to the People; yea the Bodies of 
Thieves were adored inſtead of Martyrs®, and a 
Door was opened to all the Deluſions that could be 
invented; ſo that at this Diſtance of Time, they 


are the wiſeſt Men who doubt of all that are now 
_ pretended to be Relicks, and believe Intereſt hath in- 


vented the Miracles ſaid to be done by them. 
Pariſh. He ſaid, That the Bleſſed Virgin was di- 
the third General Coun- 


Brot. Min. The Decree of the Council of Epbe- 


ſus was not deſigned for the Honour of the Blefled 
Virgin; but whereas Nefferius aſſerted, that there 


were two Perſons in Chriſt, and that the human + 
f s : ' n 


1 Baron. Annal. An. 416. 
m Euſeb. Hiſt. 1. 4. c. 4: ; | 
Col. 2402. | | 


| 
4 
[ 
F 
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fon who took Fleſh of the Virgin Mary was not the 
fame Perſon with Chriſt the Son of God : The Holy 


Fathers (to afſert the Truth of Chriſt's being one 
Perſon, by the Union of the two Natures, Divine. 


and Human) do declare, That the Bleſſed Virgin was 


the Mother of that Perfon who was both God and Man, 
and fo ought to be called, The Mother of God. But 
for all this there is not one formal Prayer addreſſed 
to her, neither in that Council, nor in any of the 
Fathers, for four Hundred Years after Chriſt, though 
now the Addreffes to her are near one half of the 
Offices of. their Church; which ſofficiently ſhews, 
they have altered the primitive Way of Worſhip: Fer 
their own Authors confeſs it was near twelve Hun- 
dred Years after Chriſt, before there was any Preface 


in the Maſs relating to the Bleſſed Virgin, being firſt 


put in by Urban the Second . And though many of 
the ancient Fathers expound the Lord's Prayer, and 
preſcribe the daily Uſe of it,“ not one of them ex- 
pound the Ave Mary, or mention it as a Piece of De- 
votion : And Epiphanius particularly reckons the Col- 
hridians for Hereticks, who made Oblations and ce- 
lebrated Offices in the Name of Mary, which he 
faith was a wicked and impious Thing, contrary to 
the Scripture, and a Doctrine of Devils 2. Her 
« Body indeed (faith he) was pure, but not divine; 
<« ſhe was a Virgin, but to be honoured, not wor- 
&« ſhipped ; yea, ſhe worſhipped him that took Fleſh 
© of her,—She' was a choſen Veſſel, but ſtill ſhe was 
« a Woman, her Nature was not changed. — There- 


e fore Jet Mary be honoured, but the Father, Son, 


« and Holy Ghoſt worſhipped. Let none adore 
ky: Mary, nor any Man, much leſs any Woman; 


«this {| 


An. D. 1186. Bin. Tom. II. — 2. p. 260, 
? Cypr. Tertul. Auguſtin. Cyril. &c. 


Epiphan. Hæreſ. 78. p. 468. 
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72 The PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENTS of 


« This Myſtery belongs to God, neither Angels nor 
&« Archangels are capable of this Glorification *. 
And ſetting aſide thoſe Feſtivals which concern our 
Saviour, as the Purification and Annunciation, the 
Feaſts of her Conception, Aſſumption, &c. are of late 


Date, invented in the Times of Superſtition and Ig - 
norance : And pure Antiquity would have.been — | 


to have ſeen and heard of ſo many Images, Altars, 


and Churches, ſo many Faſts and Feſtivals dedicated 


to her Honour, ſo many Gifts and Oblations, ſo ma- 
ny Prayers and Supplications given and made to her 
Service, by Men that fill have the Vanity to pr: 
tend to be of the Old Religion. 


Pariſh. He told me you have a 3 Notion of 


Antiquity, limiting it uſually to the firſt three or four 
Centuries ; but even in that Senſe they have very great 
Advantages of you in their Latin 3 For the 


Offices have been performed in Latin in the Roman 


Church ever fince the Apofiles Days. 

Prot. Min. The firſt and earlieſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity no Doubt were the beſt, and if they would 
imitate them we would not differ. But in this Point 


of Latin Service, they would put a groſs Fallacy 
on us. The firſt Planters of the Goſpel at Rome 


did ('tis likely) make publick Prayers in Latin, be- 


cauſe that was the Language then underſtood by the 


common People there; and if theſe Men followed 
their Example, their Prayers ought. to be in Italian 


at Rome, and in Spaniſh, French, Engliſh, &c. in 
other Countries. The Apoſtles would have all Men 
in Public pray with Underſtanding, and ſo as to be edi- 
fied i, and therefore they made Prayers in Languages 


that were generally underſtood; but they keep their 


Offices i in a Tongue that is only known to the 4 
7 


- Idem Hæreſ. 79. p. 471, * 5 
11 * xiv. ver. 1 5. & 26. h 


2 RomisH PRIEST, Anſwered, 73 
, ed, that ſo none can underſtand or be edified by them 
but a few Scholars, and they differ as much from the 
Primitive Chriſtians, as from the Apoſtles in this; for 
the Fathers tell us, The Greeks pray in Greek, and 
« the Latins in Latin; and in like manner every one 
' | prays to God, and praiſes Him as well as he is able 
| « in his own Dialect; and the Lord of all Languages 
ö 6 hears them that pray in all Tongues, as if they ſpake 
| « the ſame words .“ They blame Hereticks for 
uſing a few unintelligible Hebrew words in the Admi- 
| niftration. of Baptiſm u, and condemn ſuch as would 
ö uſe any Greek Hymns in the Countries where they 
ſpoke Latin *: And where there lived people of divers 
Nations together, they allowed them all to praiſe 
Chrift in their feveral Tongues v. They tell us, 
That the People anſwered their ſhare of the publick 
Liturgy, and always joined with the Prieft in it , and 
therefore it muſt then have been in the Vulgar Tongue, 3 
It cannot be denied, but the Greek Churches had | 
their Offices in Greek, and we can prove not only 
that the Armenians , Facobites and Abaſſines d, have 
their publick Prayers in a known Tongue at this Day; 
but that anciently all Offices were celebrated in the 
Gothic e, Sclayonic 4, and other Vulgar European 
Languages ©, even in Churches that held Communion 
with Rome. Yea, the very Popes, before Chriſten- 
dom was enſlaved to them, allowed the Divine Offices 
| D ſhould 


* Origen in Celſum, lib. 8. 
a Iren. adv, Hæreſ. I. 1. c. 18. 

* Ambroſ. Com. in 1 Cor. xiv. 

y Hieron, Epiſt. 48. : 

® Chryfoft. in 2 Ep. ad Corinth. Rom. 18. 
* Rich. Septem. caſtr. de Turc. fol. 48. 

„ Ludolf. Hiſtor. Ethiop. 1. 3. c. 10. 

® Walafrid. Strabo, lib. 7. 

© ZEne. Sylv. hiſt. Boem. cap. 13. An. 900. 
* Aventini Annal. lib, 4. | 
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ſhould be celebrated, and Sacraments adminiſtred, in 
Cities where People 'of different Languages lived, Ac- 
.cording to their ſeveral Tongues f, and permitted the 
E _-Greeks to have their Greek Liturgy even in Rome it- 
ſelf 2. Their own old Authentic Expoſitor affirms, 
ME: That in the Primitive Church, Prayers were made 
5 jn the Vulgar Tongue h:“ And a Cardinal of their 
hath declared, It were more agreeable to St Paule 
Doctrine, and more to Edification, if it were fo now 
in the Roman Church i; * yet againſt the Opinion 
-and Practice of the Apoſtles and Fathers, and of all the 
ancient Church, and, againſt the Senſe of divers of 
their own Authors, this praying publickly in a known 
Tongue is prohibited, and generally laid aſide, and 
the People remain without either comfort, profit or 
.devotion, all the while they are. preſent at, their Pray- 
ers, meerly as a Mark of their Subjection to that 
Church, whoſe Will is an abſolute Law, and who call; 
her new Devices by the ſmproper name of The old Re. 
Jigion. 
"Pariſh. However he confidently offrmed, That nit: 
- withſtanding their Latin Maſs, the People are more di- 
wout with them, than at our Engliſh Communion Ser- 
vice, becauſe they are aſſured Chriſt's natural Fleſh and 


F all the Ancient Fathers, 
Prot. Ain. True Devotion conſiſts not in Croſſing, 


Bowing, and external Adoration, it lies in the Heart, 
which they ſhould not judge, becauſe they cannot ſee; 
but if they could, in regard our People believe Chriſt 
to be truly and really preſent there, they would di- 

WE 3 cern 


-F Tnnoc. 3: An. 1200. | Decret. Greg. 1.1. * 31. 
cap. 14. 

* Paul. 1. apud Bin; Concil. Tom. 3. P. A. 

h Lyra Com. in 1. ad Cor. xiv. | 

2 Cajetan, Com. in eund. loc. 


Blood is in the Sacrament, which ꝛwas the Opinion alli 


4 RoM ISH PRIEST,  Anfwthed,” 75 


cern they are as deeply affected with this Myſtery as 
any of theirs; but ſince God knows this, it ſuffices us. 
And as their Opinion doth not tend more to the pro- 
moting Devotion than ours, ſo it is not ſo ancient by 


far as ours is: For they affirm, the Subſtance of the 


Bread is gone after Conſecration: But the Fathers ſay, 
« ur Bodies are nouriſhed by the Bread and Wine k. 
« That after the divine Invocation, it conſiſts of two 


<« parts, the one Earthly, the other Heavenly l. That 


« as to the material part, it goes into the Draught w. 
« That it doth not mingle our Perſons with Chriſt, 


e nor unite our Subſtances; but conſociates our Aﬀ-: 


&« fections, and conſederates our Wills a.“? The Fa- 
thers call it, The Figure of his Body e, The. 
% Memorial of his Body and Blood , And (even 
after Conſecration) The Antitypes of his holy Bo- 
dy and Blood 4.“ And they teach, „That to 


« take the eating Chriſt's Fleſh, and drinking Chriſt's. 


„Blood, (as the Jews did Jobn vi. and theſe Men 
now do) according to the Letter, makes it a killing 
Letter *.” They obſerve, that Our Lord calls 
++: Himſelf the Bread of Life, and the Bread His Bo- 
« dy; giving to His Body the name of its Symbol, 
© and to its Symbol the name of His Body . He 


was then a Heretick who maintained a Subſtantial. 


change in the Elements after Conſecration: And he 
was thought Orthodox, who denying that kind of 
change, held, That the Myſtical Symbols after 


* Jaſt, Mart. Apol. 2. Iren. adv. Her. 1. 5. c. 2. 
mne lik 4 "cap. 24. i: 13 

u Origen. Hom. in Matth. xv. 

n Cypr. de Cœen. Dom. F. 6. 

0 Tertul. in Marc. lib. 4. 644 | 

Þ Eufeb. demonſt. Eva l IIe. 1000. 

1 Liturg, D. Baſil. p. 169. N le 

Orig. in Levit. hom. 10. 

5 Theod, Dial, 1. cap. 8. 
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_ Conlecration do not paſs out of their own nature, 
but remain in their former ſubſtance *.” They tell us, 
<< Chriſt called it his Body when he gave the Sign 0 
6 his Body v; And bring in our Saviour ſaying to his 

Diſciples; 5+ Ye muſt underſtand ſpiritually what 1 

: have ſaid to you, you are not to eat this Body which 

„ you ſee, nor to drink that Blood which ſhall be 

H « ſhed by thoſe that crucify me *. Pope Gelaſius 

alſo, near Five hundred years after Chriſt, affirmed in 
his Book againſt the Eutychians, That the ſubſtance Þ + 
<< of the Bread and Wine remained after Conſecrati- 
on y. And this Change was not expreſly affirmed in 
the Eaſt till near Eight hundred years after * Chriſt; 

, nor writfor by. any Author in the Weſt till Anno $18 5; | 
And immediately it was confuted and writ againſt by | 
Bertram, and Rabanus Maurus, who calls it an Er- | 
ror and a falſe Opinion d: Nor was it defined at Rome | 
till above One thouſand years after Chriſt . But! 
would gladly. know what power the Church had to de- 
termine this Matter, when both Scripture (as you be- 
fore ſhewed) and Antiquity (as I have now proved) 

were againſt that Opinion: Scotus faid, There wa Þ | 

| 
| 
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not enough in Scripture to prove this Opinion with- F 
out the Authority of the Church; Cajetan alſo d, and 
Bellarmin both believe ſo e. Cuſanus owns, that ſome 


of the pea did not believe, that the Bread in the 


Sacra - 


HL Idem. Dial. 2. 

v Aug. contr. —— T. 8 

= Aug. Com. in Pſal. * Tom. viii. 

7 Bins Concil. Tom. Ee 1. Baronii Annales As. 


no 4 
Mu de Euch. 5 1. e. 1. 
Idem de Script. Eccleſ. in Paſchal. Radb. 
b Rab. Maur. Ep. ad Heribald. ©. 33. 
© Tempore Greg. 7. 
d Cajetan. Tom. III. * 2 ant . 
- * Bellarm, de Euch. lib. 3. cap. 23. 
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Sacrament was tranſubſtantiated, or changed in nature f. 
Scotus ſays, it was not made an Article of Faith till 
the Lateran Council ©: And Biſhop Tunſtal ſeems to 
make it a Queſtion, Whether it had not been better 
to have left it ſtill undefined B? How then can this 
New and ay Opinion be an Ancient nen 
Doctrine? 5 

Pariſh. You cannot imagine div be Reſpiſes our 82. 
crament, as if it were mere eating and drinking commer: 


Bread and Wine; but magnifies their Maſs, as bging 


the exatt Imitation of Chriſt and his Apoſtles —_— ce- 
lebrating this Myſtery. 

Prot. Min. It is very trreligiouſly done of: bim to 
ſcoff at our Adminiſtration, ſince we uſe the ſame mat- 
ter, and ſay the ſame words that Chriſt did, and give 
it to all in both Kinds, according to his Inſtitution; 


whoſe directions we follow much more exactly than 


they, who have choſen divers thin Wafers inſtead of 
one Loaf, and whiſper the words of Conſecration in 
an unknown Tongue, and cut off one half of this Sa- 
crament by denying the Cup to the Laity, ' contrary: 
(as they confeſs) to Chriſt's Inſtitution, and to the A- 


poſtolic and Primitive Practice, and therefore indeed 


their Sacrament (not ours) deſerves to be deſpiſed: And 
that you may ſee how contrary they are to Antiquity 


in this taking the Cup from the People, I would have 


you conſider that the Ancients ſay, One Cup is di- 
e ſtributed to all i; and that Women as well as Men 
* drank of it *: as alſo, that none were prohibited to 

Hy 5 3 3 


e Cuſan. Exercit. 1. 6. 

Ap. Bellarm. de Euch. I. 3. <. 23. 

n Tonſtal de verit. Corp. & Sang. Chriſt in Euch. 

i Juſtin. Mart. apol. 2. 1 epiſt. ad Phil. adelph. 
Chryſoſt. hom. 18. in 2 Cor. 

Optat. Milev. lib, 1. P- 15 Nazianz, * | Gorgonia 


ſorore. 
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d drink of the Blood of the Chriſtian Sacrifice 1, be- c 
BY ©; cauſe they could not expect the People ſhould lay ct 
t don their Lives for Chriſt, if they gave them not 0 
His Blood before the Battle m. But their own Au- 
t hors ſuffice to prove this; Baronius grants it was ſo in 
the Apoſtles days u, and continued ſo for near Eleven 
hundred years after their time o. Their own Editions of 
the Councils ſhew, the People had the Cup in the time 
of the Council of Laodicea v: And that a Biſhop in a 
General Council was cenſured for providing too little 
Wine for the People who communicated 9, And in 
a Weſtern Synod, thoſe are accurſed th gave the Peo- 
ple Grapes inſtead of Wine *. Pope Leo decreed, none 
ſhould be permitted to receive the Bread without the 
Cup, as the Manichæan Hereticks then did . Pope 
Gelaſius counts it a horrid Sacrilege to divide the Sa- 
crament, and to receive one part without the other *. 
Vea, Pope Urban the Second in a Council ordained, 
„That the People ſhould receive the Bread by irſelf 
« and the Cup by itſelf a.“ Cofſander fhews, that 
the Greets do receive in both Kinds at this Day, and 
that they did ſo in the Raman Church for a Thouſand 
years together; Their old Miſſals directing the Arch- 
deacon to give the Cup to ſuch as the Biſhop had given 
the Breads, And after all comes that audacious Coun- 
cil of eee, "ol 3 ſaith, 66 T e 
p 1 $4 
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a Rouisn PRIEs T, Anſwered. =, 
« the Inſtitution of Chrift and the Primitive Uſage 
« was otherwiſe, yet hereafter none but the Prieſts 
« ſhould receive the Cup y. And upon this they 


ground their groſs Alteration in the Adminiſtration : 


But this is not all the difference between the Primitive 
Sacrament and-theirs: Of old, ſuch as did not Receive 
were turned out of the Church * : Among them they 
ſtand by and gaze at the Prieſt, who for the moſt part 
receives alone, which was forbidden in the Ancient 
Church =. Among the' genuine Fathers we read of no 
elevating the Hoſt, for the People who do' not com- 
municate, to adore it; No carrying it through the 


Streets in pompous Proceſſions; No taking Money for 


ſay ing this Office for Perſons deceaſed or abſent : Then 
it was only a commemoration of. Chriſt's Sacrifice on 


the Croſs; Now it is made that very Sacrifice, and 


ſaid to be propitiatory for the Quick and Dead, and 
available to fetch Men out of a Purgatory which the 
Fathers never heard of, All this may beclearly made 


out, but that it would not ſuit with our deſigned bre-' 
vity: And if they ſtill have Confidenceenoughto ever- 
look their own monſtrous Variations from the primi- 


tive Pattern, and deſpiſe ſuch as clofely follow it, 


their Pride will not hide their Errors from judicious: 
Eyes, nor their Contempt hurt ſuch as do not deſerve 


it. 


Agreement with Antiquity, in obliging all People to Auri- 
cular Confeſſion ; afferming, that we have left off this 


primitive Uſage, and thereby opened a Door to all 


kinds of Loofneſs. | 
Prot. Min. Boaſting of their own Way, or charging 
ours without proof, ſignifies very little. The Confeſ- 


D 4. „dien 


y Concil. Conſtant. Seſf. 13. An. 1413. 
Durand. rational. lib. 4. cap. 53. 
Concil. Nannet. cap. 30. 
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Pariſh. This Gentleman bragg'd extremely of their 
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= fon uſed in the Primitive Church was not whiſpered to 
& Aa Prieſt, but made before the whole Congregation ; nor 


was it practiſed by all Chriſtians at ſet times, but only 
ſuch as had fallen into ſcandalous Sins, as may be proved 
by innumerable Places d; and particularly by that of 


St Ambroſe, who asks the Sinner, Doſt thou diſdain 


<« to confeſs in the Church to appeaſe the Almighty, 


<« and gain the Suffrages of the good People to plead for 


© thee? Nothing is ſo ſhameful there as not to con- 
« feſs ©,” Now this hugely differs from that cuſto- 
mary and private Confeſſion to a ſingle Prieſt, uſed in 
the Churchof Rome. And divers of the Fathers ſpeak 
very lightly of Confeſſions made to Men. St Chry- 
« /z/tom doth not require us to accuſe ourſelves to 
«© others, but to reveal our ways to the Lord 4,” 
St Auguſtine faith, © What have I to do with Men, 
«* that they ſhould hear my Confeſſions, as if they could 
« heal all my Griefs *?” The Abaſſines (among whom 
there are many Remains of Primitive Antiquity) do 
not think the particular ' Confeſſion of Sins to a Prieſt 


was inftituted by God, or is neceſſary to a Pardon f. 


And they wrong us in ſaying, we have left off the Pri- 
mitive Uſage; for we do adviſe Men under trouble of 
Mind for ſome private Sin, and ſuch as lie on their 


Death Beds, to confeſs their Sins to a Prieſt ; and we 


oblige notorious and ſcandalous Offenders to confeſs 


their Faults openly before the Church, as they did of 


old: Only we do not make this a Sacrament as they 
do, nor make it abſolutely neceſſary for all Men, at ſet 


times in every year, to confeſs into a Prieſt's Ear, as 


if no Pardon or Salvation could otherwiſe be obtained; 
| N ſince 


, > Tertul. Apol. cap. 39. Cyprian. lib. 3. ep. 15. So- 
zom. Hiſtor. lib. 7. cap. 16. £ 

© Ambroſ. de Pcen. lib. 2. cap. 10. | 
a Chryſoſt, in Hebr. Hom. 31. Tom. 4. 
e Auguſt. Confeſſ. lib. 10. cap. 3. 
Ludolf. Hiſtor. ÆEthiop. L 3. c. 6. 
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ſince we know it is not of Divine, but Eccleſiaſtical In- 
ſtitution: And therefore in divers Ages and Places it 
hath been variouſly practiſed. At firſt it was general- i 
ly made publickly before all: Then in ſome Churches 


there was one Prieſt choſen to hear Confeſſions, but 


upon ſome ill conſequences of that way, it was aboliſh- 


ed by Ne#arius, Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and every- 


Man left only to confeſs to God 8: And many years 
after, the People were at liberty either to confeſs only 
to God, or elſe to a Prieſt alſo, if they pleaſed, pro- 
vided they expected pardon only from God, and direc- 
tions how to repent from the Prieſt v. And in Gra- 


tian's time Men were not obliged to confeſs to a Prieſt, 
no not in the Church of Rome i. Lea, Aquinas ac- 


knowledgeth this was never made neceſſary there, till 
Innocent the Third impoſed it, Twelve hundred years 
after Chriſt k. And the later Caſuiſts think it is better 
to ſay, It was inſtituted by a Tradition of the Uni- 
verſal Church, than by the Authority of the Old or 
New Teſtament, Yet you fee the Univerſal Church 
never did agree as to this Practice; which indeed may 
be of good uſe in ſome caſes,. but to force it on all as 
neceſſary to Salvation, is a departing from the Ancient 
Uſage. Nor is it any check to Sin, as it is managed in 
the Roman Church, where we may complain as an 
old Council doth, ** That Mens Repentance is not per- 
„ formed according to the Canons, but in a baſe 
« manner; for ſo often as they ſin, ſo often they re- 
« quire to be abſolved by the Prieft m.“ The Rich 
get off for a little Money, and the Poor with ſome 

| FR 171507 e 07 Hl light 


2 Socrat. Hiſt. lib. 5. cap. 19. Sozom. Hiſt. lib. 7. c. 16. 
n An. $13. Concil. Cabilon. 2. Can. 33. Bin, Tom. 3. 

i Grat. de Pcen. diſtin. 1. cap. 8 ·9. : 
T. Aquin. in 4 lib. Senten. diſt. 17. 
1 Jo. Semec. de Pcenit. diſt. 7. | 
. Anno 589, Conc, Toletan. 3. Can. 11. 
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Night Penance, and that encourages them to ſin again, 
ſince they can ſo eaſily be forgiven. Not one in a 
thouſand reforms any one Crime by this means, and it 
tends rather to increaſe the Wealth and the Authori- 


ty of the Prieſts, than to mend the Manners of the 


People; ſo that it is neither ancient nor uſeful, and 


for thoſe two Reaſons we leave Men at Liberty, un- 
leſs in ſome extraordinary Caſes. | 


Pariſh... He labtur'd. 10 perſuade me, that all their 
Penances and Methods of Satisfaction impoſed upon Of- 


i fenders, and alſo their Indulgences granted to Penitenis, 


are an exact Imitation of the Diſcipline of the Primitive 
bla ©: wn liga ; e DROP | 


13233 #44 ot3 177 R 
Prot. Min. If you were fo well acquainted with 
the ancient Diſcipline, and their new Devices, as to be 
able to compare them, you would admire at his Con- 
fidence; but you may truſt this ſhort account from 
me: The primitive Penances conſiſted in ſuſpend- 


ing Men for ſome time from Communion with the 
Faithful in the higheſt Offices of Religion, eſpecially 


the holy Sacrament v, and they were always perform- 
ed in publick; The Penitents having | a diſtin place 
in the Church e, and a Habit different from other 
Chriſtians, wearing Sackcloth and being Barefoot, and 
ſometimes Shaven v, with Proſtration and many Tears 
begging the Prayers of all good People 3, In private 
alſo they ſpent their time, not in Secular Buſineſs , 
but in Devotion and Mottification, in ſtrict Faſting, 
and great Auſterities, bewailing their Offences, and 
giving Proof of their Reſolutions to amend their Lives; 
and this for one, two, or more years, according to 
the nature of their Crime. And the ancient Indulgen- 

n Sozom. Hiſt. lib. 7. cap. 16. 4 oe 

© Balſamon. not. in Concil. Nic. 1. can. 11. 

„„ en, 5415 24 6p 

2 Tertull. de- Nen. p. 9.19... 

r Rhegin. de Eccleſ. diſc. J. 1. cap. 313. 
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a Romisn PRIEST, Anſwered, 83 
ces were no more, but a relaxation of the time of 
a theſe Severities, granted them without any Money, 
a by their own Biſhop only f, who knew their ſtate, 
5 and was fit to judge of the ſincerity and ſufficieney 
of their Humiliation and Repentance *. All which 
4 was purely deſigned to bring Offenders truly to Re- 
: pent, and to warn others not to offend: But the Pe- 

nances impoſed by the Roman Church are performed in 


private, and are generally very ſlight, and no way 
4 tending to ſhame the Sinner, or cure the Vice: Such 
„ as Faſting a few days extraordinary from ſome kinds 
* of Meat, ſaying longer or more Prayers than uſual, 


going in Pilgrimage to pretended Religious Places, or 
th (which is moſt common) giving a Sum of Money to 
de | the Confeſſor, or to ſome Church or Monaſtery: - And 


n- | though the Perſons are as merry, and in all other 
4 things uſe as much freedom as any other Men, ſhew-- 


ing no ſigns of Sorrow for the paſt Crime, nor giving 
he any teſtimony of Intentions to amend, they are abſolv-" | 
ly cad by their Ghoſtly Father, and made believe they | 
n- are now clear from ſin: But how the Holy Fathers 

c of Old would have liked this, you may gueſs by theſe 
der few Sayings, The Number of Offenders increaſe, {| 
«© when they are made to hope they can buy off the 
4 |} © Guilt * He relies on no good hopes W w 
ate «© who thinks to eſcape, not becauſe he is Virtuous, _ 
but becauſe he is Rich x. If you would give all vou 
n © have, and do not forſake your ſins, you are ſadly 
e deceived, for you loſe your Money and get no Par- 


es don v.“ And for Indulgences, they are now engroſti- 
1 | B e 
en- ö . | — * 
ces K 


7 Apoll Can. 12 K 1 3. Concil. Ellib. Can. 53. An- 
tioch. Concik G. ĩðͤ 25994201 3 77 I ; 
t-Concil. Laodic. Can. 2. 

u Arnob. adv. Gent. lib, 7. „ 

x Salv. ad Eceleſ. Cathol. lib. ten e e eee, 
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84 The PlavsiBLE ARGUMENTS of 
ed wholly by the Pope, who ſends Men into all Biſhops 
Dioceſes to ſell them, the Sellers being meer Strangers 
tothe Purchaſers ; the Scandal of which vile T raffick gave 
the firſt occaſion to the Reformation : But for their 
Original, Nature and Effects, take that in their own 
Authors Words: There is nothing for Indulgences 
& in God's Word *.“ «They were not made known 
c by the Scripture, but by the Authority of the Roman 
Church, and of the Pope, which is greate1*.” They 
© began but under Gregory the firſt, and after him 
«© the Crop of Indulgences increaſed by degrees, ſo 
that many afterwards reaped no ſmall Harveſt of 
them: One of the firſt being Boniface the Ninth, 
E in whoſe time theſe Pardons were not only granted 
= ** with a liberal Hand, but (as Platina writes) frequent- 
Bs © ly fold as common Ware. Alexander the Sixth al- 
( ſo inſtituted a Jubilee, and ſet up this Practice in all 
Countries, and almoſt in all Towns, for his own 
BY . *© profit, as well as for the benefit of Chriſtian People.“ 
And in the ſame place, —— Pill People had for 
«< ſome time been terrified with Purgatory, none 
* fought for Indulgences, for all the credit of them 
„ depends on this Þ.” And for the effects of them, 
an old Hiftorian of their Communion obſerves, that 
when Pope. Innocent granted Indulgences to thoſe who 
would go into the Holy Land, The Monks preach- 
. ed, that whoeyer was guilty of any ſin, though it 
were Parricide, Inceſt, or Sacrilege, he was abſolv- 
ed from the guilt and puniſhment of theſe Crimes 
b as ſoon as he had taken upon him the Croſs; which 
Doctrine being variouſly conſtrued, opened a wide 
gap to all Iniquity ; for many took occaſion from 
= © hence, firſt to murder their private Enemies, and 
then to liſt themſelves for the Holy War ©.” ow 
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Durand. lib. 4. dift. 20. qu. 3. 
_ = Sylveſt. Prier. adv. Lutherum. $0 
d Polyd. Virgil. de Tavent. Rer. lib. 8. cap. 1. 


© Aventin, An. lib. 7. p. 530. 


1 Savl, ad Ecclef, Cathol, lib. 3; 
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that the learned and pious Men of their own. Church 
eſteem them a novel Device, and look on them as a 


great ſcandal to their Religion; and can theſe be Imi- 


tations of pious Antiquity ? . _ 9 4 5 25 
Pariſh. You ſeem to grant the Doctrine of Purgato- 


ry is ſomewhat older than the Practice of Indulgences: 
But this Gentleman ſaith, All the Holy Fathers did be- 


lieve this Third place as firmly as they did Heaven and. 
Hell; and he ſeemed very earneſt on this Point, | becauſe 


their Maſſes for the Dead, and Oblations from Dying 
Perſons, as tuell as Gifts from their Friends, which 


bring them in much Advantage, do all rely on this Foun- 


den... 5 17 
Prot. Min. The Ancient Fathers frequently men- 


tion Heaven and Hell, but we never meet with any 


thing of Purgatory in any of them but Origen, who 
confeſſes he took his Notion from the Heathen Philo- 
ſophers a, and was (for this very Opinion) condemned 
as a Heretic in the Fifth General Council e. But the 
Orthodox Fathers hold Principles which utterly ſubvert 
the very Notion of a temporary purging Fire to cleanſe 


us after this Life; they ſay, ** When we go from 


&© hence there is no more place for Repentance or Satiſ- 


„faction, Mens Sins being either remitted or retained 


© here r. After the Night of this Life, there is no 

« purging 5. Our Eſtate cannot be changed after 

“ Deathb. It is not poſſible for him to find any Com- 

&« fort in the next World, who is not cleanſed from 

& his fin in this World i.” And St Salvian very 

plainly declares, that © if a Son were ſo pious, that 

& to caſe his Father's Pains, he would give moſt of that 

he left him, it would do no good k.“ Yea, it happens 
d Orig. in Celf. lib. 5. „„ AT 

© Apolog. Græcor. in Concil. Bafil, 

f Cype. ad Dewarn Lane el OGG 

s Nazianz. in Paſch. Orat. 42. 

h Epiphan. Hzr. p. 223. 

: Cryſoſt. in Gen. Hom. 5 
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| that one of their own Popes either never knew thig 
Tradition of Purgatory, or elſe had forgot it; for he 


SED ett ee So ² ‚ÄAUU—Q—A—A—Am . ˙W¹.ꝛ 4 


— 3 
» * 


writes, That he had read of the right Hand, and of 


e the Left, but knew of no third place l. And he 
| alſo declares, Chriſt gave no Power to his Church 


to abſolve any man after he was dead m. St Auguſtine, 
who relates it as the fancy of ſome, that there might be 


| ſome purging by Fire, adds there, That he- doth 


% not confirm that Opinion though he doth not go 
© about to confute it . And he elſewhere ſaith, 
cc There are two Habitations, the one in eternal Fi ire, 
<« the other in an everlaſting Kingdom. There is 


„ (faith he) no Middle Place wherein you can put In- 
„ fants v.“ And in many places o 


his Works, he 
it down for an e Principle, That 


as Death leaves us, Judgment ſhall find us; and as 
we go out of this life, we ſhall be found in the next 
BY life 2. Nor can any thing help us then, which we 
did not do while we were here r. All which places 
are perfectly irreconcileable with the preſent Doctrine 
of the Roman Church about Purgatory; which indeed 
is a late Device, grounded on fabulous Legends, told 
in an ignorant, ſuperſtitious, and credulous Age: And 
about Five hundred years ago, an Hiſtorian, who was of 


the Communion of the Roman Church, tells us, That 


(in his time) ſome affirmed there was a Purgatory f. 


And long after, Cardinal Fiſher, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 


bY faith, «© There is little or no, mention of Purgatory 
among the Ancients, and it is not believed by the 
HGreeks at this ure N that it was not 


cc much | 


1 Gelaſii Epiſt. 7: Bin. Tom. 2, Pr. 1. Pag 94 
m I bid. p. 8 1 
n Auguſt. de Civ. Dei, 21. 6. _ 
o Id. York. Ap 2 18. 0 
P Idem Serm. xiv. 

4 Aug. ad Heſych. Ep. 86. Idem 2 Sermm. $6; 
r Idemde Verb. Dom. Serm. 21. 


5 Otto Frilingen, Chron, I. 8. cap. 26. An, 1146. 
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was then quaſhed, and the Erecian Priz/ts continue 


© married Prieſts, that he will not receive the Com- 
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e much older than Indulgences F: So that this Opi- 
nion which the modern Roman Church makes an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, is neither true nor ancient, and is main= #® 
tained only fo that Reaſon for which it was firſt deviſ- il 
ed, that is, to fright Men into giving liberally to the | 
Church to pray them out of theſe imaginary Tor- 
ments; the Hopes of eſcaping which by Gifts at their 
Death, I fear, encourages many to go on in Sin all 
their Life, and: betrays them into the real and endleſs | 
Torments of Hell-Fire at laſt ;. which is a ſad n, 
ration for the defenders of this Doctrine. | 1 
Pariſh. He told me, the Prayers of their Clergy are 4 
much more effettual than thoſe of our Miniſters, be- ] 
cauſe they are all Unmarried, and live in a flat of || 
greater perfection; adding, that their Secular Prieſts | 
by the Vow of Single Life, and their Regulars (that is, 
Friars and Nuns) by that Vow and two more, of Po- 
verty and Obedience, come far nearer the Primitive i 
Pattern than theſe, whom we call Clergy, can pretend - | 
to do. 1 
Prot. Min. In the otiguicive Times the Clergy were 
left at liberty, either to Marry or not, as they are 
with us, and when ſome more zealous than wiſe la- : 


boured to get ſingle Life impoſed on the Clergy in the 


firſt great Council; Paphnutius ſtood up and told — | 
The Apoſtle had left Marriage free, and to prohibit 1 

it to the Clergy would be an unreaſonable Yoke, and 
a dangerous Snare to many v; whereupon the Motion 


to enjoy the liberty of Marriage to this day. It is a 
very ancient Council which faith; * If any Man 
& make ſuch a diſtinction between the married ett un- 


« munion from a married Man, 1 him be accurſed * 2 


k Roffenſis apud Polyd. Virgil. lib. 8. cap. 1. = 
u Socrat, Hiſtor. lib. 1. cap. 8. Sozom. lb. 1. 12 22, | 
* Concih Gangr. Cau. 4. An. 361, ; 
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Yea, divers eminent Biſhops of old were Married, the 
Father of Polycrates y, Chearemon Biſhop of Nilus, 
Phileas Biſhop of Thmui ta, Spiridion, Gregory N 
fen, Gregory Nazianzen, both Father and Son, Hilary 
of Poitiers, and many others . The fixth General 
Council condemns the Cuſtom of the Roman Church 
in impoſing a Vow of, Single Life on Prieſts and Dea- 
cons ®, And though the Roman Church uſed all 
Means to force this Vow upon the Weſtern Part of 
the Chriſtian World, yet in France Priefts of old were 
allowed one Wife d. And in Germany, when the 
Pope laboured to bring in Single Life there, almoſt Nine 

hundred years after Chriſt, it was oppoſed by Hularic 
Biſhop of Ausburg in a very learned Epiſtle ©. And 
Aventinus aſſures us, that Prieſts then had Wives in 
that Country, as well as Laymen 4; he alſo highly 

B cenſures Hildebrand, who above One hundred years af- 

ter laboured by ill means to bring in * that fooliſh 

3 | © and new Doctrine, and peitilent Hereſy, of making 
the Clergy renounce their Wives ©,” The Engliſb 

5 Clergy alſo had Wives, if they pleaſed, till (as our 

Hiſtorians tell us) this Hildebrand removed marri- 

Led Prieſts from celebrating divine Offices, forbidding 

„ Laymen to hear their Maſſes, without any Prece- 

% dent, and (as many thought) out of an inconſiderate 

* Prejudice, againſt the Opinion of the Fathers; 

1 © which gave fo great a Scandal, that no Hereſy did 

ever more ſadly divide the Church f. Yet he could 

c not effect it here, till the Cardinal of Crema, a- 


5 © bout Fifty years _—_ in the TY forbid 
| ._ 6 Prieſts: 
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by 'y Euſeb. I. 5. cap. 23. 

n Beveregit Annot. in 5. Can. Apoſtl. Pag. 18. 

bi: # ® Concil. 6. Conſt. Can. 13. : 

d Capitul. I. 7. cap. 93, & cap. 353- 

Wolf. Memor. lect. Tom. 1. An. 861. 

1 Aventin. Annal. I. 4. An. 940. 

e Idem Annal. lib. 5. circ; Ann. 1080. 

r Radulphus de Diceto, An. 1074. Math. Paris i item n Aw. 
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© Prieſts Marriage i in a Council at London, and at 
« Night was taken with a lewd Woman:” A thing. 
* (ſaith the Hiſtorian) very ſcandalous, but it 
cannot be denied, and ought not to be concealed 8: 
T hey are Monks who relate the ſtory. And how 
much this Vow of Chaſtity conduces to increaſe the 
Holineſs of the preſent Roman Clergy, and adds to the 
Efficacy of their Prayers, one of that Church ſhall ſpeak 
for me: It is ſufficiently manifeſt how far the Mo- 
* naſtic Life is degenerated.from its firſt Original. 

« Their Religion is turned into Superſtition, and an 
« empty ſhew of Piety ; their Riches have choaked 
& their Devotion — — ſo that you cannot find 
more licentious and profane Lives any where than 
in ſome Monaſteries *,” As for the other two 
Vows, their Poverty is meer Hypocriſy, for their main 
Buſineſs this fix or ſeven Hundred years hath been to- 
get Money, by all kinds of Artifices ; which-they have 
plenty of in common, and every ſingle Man enjoys 
Affluence under the Pretence of having no Property. 
And as to their Obedience, it prepares them to execute 
even the moſt deſperate Commands of their Superiors, 
and makes them dangerous to alk who are not their 
Friends. Nor can they ſhew theſe Vows were ever. 


univerſally impoſed in the ancient Church: So that if 


they glory of theſe things, they glory in their Same, 
and call their novel Uſurpation on that Liberty which 
Chriſt gave his Miniſters, by the falſe, but ſpecious | 
Title of an Ancient and Catholick Tradition: And. 
after all, the Proteſtant Clergy, both Married and Un- 
married, do generally live more regular and ſoberly 
than any ſort of their Clergy do, and conſequently 
that God who heareth not Sinners, will ſooner receive: 


their Prayers, than thoſe of ſuch whoſe Wantonneſs is 


aggravated by moſt 1 Perjury. 
Pariſh, 


? Jorvalletifis inter decem Script. Col. 101 5. Knightoa 
iid, Col. 2382. & Math, Paris An. 1125. 
b Caſſandr. Conſult. art. 2 mihi pag. 608. 
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' Pariſh. But he gave me one notable proof of the Hili- 
* of their Prieſts, becauſe they can caſt out the De- 
vil out of thoſe who are poſſeſſed, as the Apoſtles and 
primitive Paſtors did; which thing our Miniſters do 
not pretend to. 

Prot. Min. It is ſome Queſtion, whether there be any 
Perfons now that are really poſſeſſed; and it is certain, 
that divers Impoſtures of this kind have beendiſcovered to 
have been carried on by the Roman Emiſſaries for their 
ownadvantage; and therefore, though this be a time in 
which ſuch miraculous Operations, done to the ſatisfacti- 
on of judicious and inquĩſitive Perſons, might be of great 
uſe, they are rarely pretended to by the Romaniſts of late. 
And we know this Power of caſting out Devils was a 


temporary Gift, like thoſe of Tongues, Healing the 


Sick with a Touch, Sc. which were all to ceaſe 


when the Goſpel was once planted: whence St Augu/- 


tin faith, ** Miracles were neceſfary before the World 
«© did believe, that it might believe i. And again, 


When the Catholick Church was ſpread over the 


% whole World, and eſtabliſhed, Miracles were not 
«permitted to continue, leſt our Minds ſhould al- 
« ways ſcek after viſible things k,” Wherefore in 
the fourth Century, thoſe who pretended to ſuch Pow- 
er were accounted Impoſtors; for St Hierom tells us 
this, that ſome fooliſh Men in his time feigned 
„ Combats with the Devil, that they might be thought 
«© Workers of Miracles among the Ignorant, and get 
Money from the Vulgar l.“ T' hoſe honeſt Fathers 
knew, That when the Faith was encreaſed, Mi- 
“ racles were to ceaſe, becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, 'T hey 
ee were wrought for the ſake of Unbelievers m. And 
« they only were to do new Miracles who had 
„ new Doctrines to preach n, New Revelations, 
2 SHEA eee „whether 
1 Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. 22. c. 8. | 
u Idem de vera Relig. cap, 25. 
1 Hieron. ad Ruſtic. ep. 4. 
m Sedulii Com. in 1 Cor, xiv. 22. 


n Greg. Magn, Hom. 4. in Evang. 
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& whether of the Law or Goſpel, needed new Mi- 
“ racles; but for the old Doctrines of both, none 


are now neceſſary ».“ So that we Proteſtants 


who keep cloſe to the old Religion, taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and ſufficiently confirmed by real 
and well attefted Miracies, do not pretend to work 


new Miracles; and they who boaſt of this Power, give 


a great Suſpicion they have a new Religion to advance. 


We grant there was in the Primitive Ages, though. 
no diſtinct order of Exorciſts (as now in the Roman 
Church) yet a Power of caſting out Devils: but in 


the fourth Century Exorciſing was no more than 
© Catechizing the newly Baptized, and putting Prin- 


“ ciples into them contrary to thoſe Tenets they held 


« while they ſerved the Devil.” Hence Balſamon 


expounds Exorciſing, in the Council of Lazdicea, to 
ſignify Catechizing the Unbelievers , and Harmeno- 
pulus on the Council of Antioch expounds Exorciſts, 


Catechiſis 4. So St Cyril adviſes his People To 
« make haſte to Catechizing, and with diligence to 


« attend to the Exorciſms—-— which, he ſaith, 


% are divine, and gathered out of God's Word *. 


And this kind of Exorciſing is uſed with great con- 
ſtancy and care by our Clergy; but to pretend 
falſly to a miraculous Gift, which ceaſed long fince, 
and to lay a bold Claim to one of theſe Gifts, when 
we have. no Shadow of the reſt of theſe Gifts, which 
ought to remain now as well as caſting out Devils; 


This we dare not do, for we do not follow cunning- 


ly deviſed Fables: Yet we can prove that by the 


Prayers and Faſtings of our Miniſters, many have 


been delivered from odd and grievous kinds of Diſtem- 9 
pers; but we aſcribe this not to our Sanctity, or the 
Merit of our en but to the infinite Mercy of Al- 


= 


0 Fieri Comm. in lib. Judic. 

? Balſamon, Annot. ad Concil. Laod. Can. 26. 

4 In Concil. Antioch, Can. 10. epit. Can. 5 1. tit. 9, / 
r Cyril. Hieroſ. præf. ad Catech. p. 4, & 5+ 
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mighty God ; nor do we call all the Diftempers of 


which we cannot tell the Cauſes, Poſſeſſions of the 
Devil, to 'magnify our Performances, when by good 


* natural Means and Prayers the Perſon is reſtored. But 


J hope you will not think their Confidence to be an 
Argument they are in the right, nor conclude from 
our Modeſty we are in the wrong. | 

Pariſh. I admire how they can have the Forehead 78 
braf fo openly and conſtanily, that all the Holy Fa- 
thers and all the Ancient Councils are on their Side, 
in every point diſputed between them and us, when 
the contrary is ſo manifeſt, that I am apt to think their 
he Men cannot but how they evidence again/? 

ls 
Prot. Min. There is an andeniable Proof of their 
knowing the genuine Fathers are againſt them, from 
| their dealing with thofe Ancient Writers, in whoſe 
names of old there were near 200 Treatiſes put out, 
which Sixtus Senenſis, Bellarmin, Paſſevine, and other 
| learned Romaniſts, confeſs to be ſpurious; and yet di- 

vers of their Modern Writers in this Controverſy 
quote theſe forged Authorities againſt us, as is largely 
made out by divers hundred of Inftances in Dr James 
| his learned Treatiſe of the Corruption of Script ure, 
| Councils and Fathers *, Secondly, Thoſe Works of 
the Fathers which are genuine and make againſt them, 
they make no ſcruple to corrupt, by adding, leaving 
out, and altering Words and Sentences in their late 


Editions of them, of which the aforeſaid Author hath. 


given fifty Examples And the Fraud of ſuppreſſing 
one whole Epiſtle of St Chry/o/tom's, which confutes 
Tranſubſtantiation, hath been lately made out by a 


learned Pen 1 and n This is — 
rom 


© Dr te. Bley of fall Fathers, P. I. for- ferent 


Pages together. 


t Ibid. Corruption of the true Fathers, Par. IT. | 
u Appendix to the Defence of the N of che Doc- 
trine of the Church of England, 1666. 
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from the myſtery of their Expurgatorian Indexes, by 
which they blot out, correct, enlarge, or alter all ſuch 
Sayings of Ancient F athers and other Catholick Au- 
thors, as ſeem to oppoſe their Church's Opinions, 
And as a ſecret Committee of packt Inquiſitors thus fits 
the Copies for the Preſs, ſo. they are printed, ſold and 
read in all Countries of. the Roman Communion: fo 
that whoever ſells or reads any other Edition but thoſe 


which are ſo purged, is in danger of the Inquiſition *. 


And in this point the Juncto of Cenſurers have taken 


ſuch ftrange Liberty, that in Bertram's Book they 


read Inviſibly for Viſibly v. And many ſuch like Al- 
terations they have made in other Authors, of which 
innumerable Examples are collected to our hands, It 
was intended by the Contrivers of this Deviſe, that the 


Cenſurers and Inquiſitors ſhould keep the Directions 


for theſe Alterations eek, and not communicate Co- 
pies of them to any Body But by Providence the 


Index of Spain fell into Si hands at the taking 


of Cadiz, and thoſe of Belgium and Rome were both 
at laſt procured with much Difficulty, and are now 


made publick, to the great ſhame of thoſe, who- out 


of a diſtruſt of their Cauſe, dare not let the Ancients 
and others ſpeak their own Senſe, but ſuppreſs the 
Truth, and ſuborn falſe Witneſs to prove their Novel 
Opinions; and we may ſay to them of Rome as Arno- 
bius did to their Anceſtors, To intercept Writings, 
„ and ſtrive to conceal a publick Evidence, is not to 


defend the Gods, but to fear the Teftification, f 
However, while They admire this Po- 
licy, and Sixtus Senenſis, in his Epiſtle to Pope Pius the 


Fifth, commends him highly for purging and cleanſ- 


ing all Catholick Writers, and N the Writ- 
2 


* Dr Janes of Indices Expurg. Par. IV. 
1 Index Expurg. Belg. pag. 57. 

* Diploma Regis Hiſpan. in Indic. Belge Prefat. P- 36. 
2 Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. 8. | 
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c ings of the Fathers *,” Wie think it a ſufficient 
Evidence of their being convinced, that genuine An- 
iquity is not on their fide. And I hope you are now 
Jo fully fatisfied of this, that you will never be catch'd 
in this detected Snare, „„ 
Pariſh: Sir, I heartily thank you for this great 
Trouble, and I am abundantly ſatisfied, that their 
_ boaſting 4 Antiquity is groundleſs and vain, and alſo 
that our Religion agrees with Pure and Primitive Chrif- 
tianity, as well as it doth with Holy Scripture, and 
therefore I reſolve never to forſake it, being now fore- 
| armed, and prepared for the ¶ ſaults of any that ſhall 
| attempt to ſeduce me hereafter. e 
Prot. Min. I could have made this out in more 
Particulars, and given you many more Inſtances un- 
der every one of theſe Heads; but theſe few of the 
plwKuaineſt are eaſier to be remembered, and I have no 
time now to enlarge : Therefore I ſhall conclude with 
{ that Cenſure of one of their Inquiſitars upon the Opi- 
| nions of Proteſtants, who ſaith, It is the moſt 
cc pernicious of all Hereſies, for ſome ſay, it hath 
é continued ever ſince Pope Silvugſter's (that is, Con- 
« ftantine's) time; and others affirm it hath been ever 
„ ſince the time of the Apoſtles ©.” We deſpiſe 
cCauſleſs Names, for we rejoice with St Paul, That 
after the way which'they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip we the 


God of our Fathers i. We neither need nor uſe any 


| *Artifice, but appeal to Scriptures, to Councils and 
Ancient Doctors, in their plain and natural Senſe: 
We deſire all Perſons to read and examine our Argu- 
ments and Reaſons, our Proofs and Authorities taken 
from thence; wnereas They (out of a Senſe of the 


Weakneſs of their Cauſe) prohibit Bibles and Con- 


| troverſies of Religion in the Vulgar Tongue, in Ca- 
| 4s | 4 oC 


b Sixt. Senenſ. ep. dedic. præſix. Bibliothecz. 
© Reiner. Inquif. adv. Hæret. cap. 4. | 
d Acts xxiv. 14. 5 
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only to ſome Perſons, And here they permit not 


their Proſelytes to read thoſe that are writ on our ſide, 
nor to exerciſe their Reaſon or Judgment in any of. 
theſe diſpytes ; which Methods are indeed very poli- 


tick, but to all conſidering Men, they do very much 
diſparage their Cauſe, and render it highly ſuſpicious ; 
ſo that T hope you will be in no danger to be drawn 
in to exchange our truly ancient, for their pretended 
old Religion, to throw away your Liberty and em- 
brace a ſervile implicit Faith, to leave an Engliſh for 
a Latin Service, or forſake the whole Communion for 
one half of it. If Scripture and Fathers can ſhew any 
Man the Way to Salvation, you are certainly in that 


Way; and if you live according to your preſent Prin- 
ciples, no doubt you ſhall be everlaſtingly happy, 
and ſo I bid you heartily Farewel. | 
Pariſh. With a thouſand. Acknowledgments F your 


Favours, and an humble Petition for your Prayers on 


my behalf, 1 rake my ta and am your 12 faithful 


Servant. 
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